The ten Boom House

From 1942 t0 1944 the ten Boom
house became a hiding place

for Dutch Jews and others who
opposed the Nazi regime. Shortly
after the Nazis invaded the

pro-Nazi gyvernmerjtand pega
ing Jg s¢nding the
heertrationf carpps.
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theDltch undergrobind+ési
tance, which rescued people
from the Nazis. For two years,
Casper and his grown daughters
Corrie and Betsie hid and cared
for people before sending them
on to greater safety.

In1944 the Gestapo (Nazi secret
police) raided their home and ar-
rested Casper, his daughters Cor-
rie and Betsie, and several other
family members and friends.
Although the Gestapo found
evidence of the ten Booms’
involvementin the underground,
they didn’t find the
six people who were
hidingin the house
that day! A small
space behind afalse
wallinan upstairs
bedroom protected
four Jews and two
members of the
Dutch underground
from the Nazis. This 14 A suramary of dstails faund at www.corrietenboom.com/history.htm
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Locked up for Showing Love

After their arrest, the ten Booms were taken to a prison, where Casper
died after only ten days. A few months later, Corrie and Betsie were trans-
ferred to a concentration camp in the Netherlands, and then to one called
Ravensbruck, in Germany. Corrie describes what the camp was like in
these excerpts from her book The Hiding Place.

Living in Hell

By 4:30 a.m. we had to be standing outside in the black predawn chill,
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with our hands trembling at our sides, longing to jam them against our
ears, to make the sounds stop.....

From morning until lights-out, whenever we were not in ranks for roll
call, our Bible was the center of an ever-widening circle of help and hope.
Like waifs clustered around a blazing fire, we gathered about it, holding
out our hearts to its warmth and light. The blacker the night around us
grew, the brighter and truer and more beautiful burned the word of God.




How Can We Live Heref

We stepped out of line . . . and
stared at the long gray front of
Barracks 28. Half its windows
seemed to have been broken and
replaced withrags. ...

Because of the broken windows
the vast room was in semi-twi-
light. Our noses told us, first,
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© Florida Center for Instructional Technology

back, struggling against the nau-
sea that swept over us from the
reeking straw. . ..

Suddenly I sat up, striking my
head on the cross-slats above.
Something had pinched my leg.

“Fleas!” I cried. “Betsie, the

Iglanced down thelongdimaisle
to make sure no guard was in
sight, then drew the Bible from
its pouch. . . . “Rejoice always,
pray constantly, give thanks in
all circumstances. ...”

“That’s it, Corrie! That’s His an-
swer. ‘Give thanks in all circum-
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three high, and wedged side by
side and end to end with only an
occasional narrow aisle slicing
through....

At last [our guide] pointed to
a second tier in the center of a
large block. To reach it we had to
stand on the bottom level, haul
ourselves up, and then crawl
across three other straw-cov-
ered platforms to reach the one
that we would share with—how
many? The deck above us was
too close to let us sit up. We lay

“Here! And here another one!” I
wailed. “Betsie, how can we live
in such a place?”

“Show us. Show us how.” It was
said so matter-of-factly it took
me a second to realize she was

praying....

“Corrie!” she said excitedly.
“He’s given us the answer! Be-
fore we asked, as He always does!
In the Bible this morning. Where
was it? Read that passage again!”

“Such as?” I said.

“Such as being assigned
here together.”

Ibit mylip. “Oh, yes, Lord Jesus!”

“Such as what you’re holding in
your hands.”

Ilooked down at the Bible.

“Yes! Thank You, dear Lord, that
there was no inspection when




we entered here! Thank You for
all the women, in this room, who
will meet You in these pages.”

“Yes,” said Betsie. “Thank You
for the very crowdinghere. Since
we’re packed so close that many
more will hear.” She looked at
me expectantly. “Corrie!” she

And so we stood between piers
of bunks and gave thanks for
fleas. But this time I was sure
Betsie was wrong.

Under the Lightbulb

The work . . . was sheer misery.
Betsie and I had to push a

They were services like no oth-
ers, these times in Barracks 28.
A single meeting night might
include a recital of the Magnifi-
catin Latin by a group of Roman
Catholics, a whispered hymn by
some Lutherans,and a . .. chant
by Eastern Orthodox women. ...

prodded.
“ODI right. T You fpr

the jammed, ¢rammeds<Stuftdd,
pagked, suffocpting crywds.”

“Thank You,” Betsje went dn de-

failr¢ad
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a poxgar gnd
receiving
gate at the\factry. [The grueling

workday lagted elefen hdurs.|. . .
Back at the barra¢ks we formed

renely, “for the fleas and for—”
The fleas! This was too much.

“Betsie, there’s no way even God
can make me grateful for a flea!”

“Give thanks in every circum-
stance,” she quoted. “It doesn’t
say, ‘in pleasant circumstances.’
Fleas are part of this place where
God has put us.”
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previews| of heaven, the

yetanotherline...toreceive our
ladle of turnip soup in the center
room.

Then . . . Betsie and I made our
way to the rear of the dormitory
room where we held our wor-
ship “service.”... A small light-
bulb cast a wan yellow circle on
the wall, and here an ever larger
group of women gathered.

nings beneath the lightbulb. . ..
In darkness God’s truth shines
moreclear....

So many now wanted to join us
that we held a second service af-
ter eveningroll call. There onthe
Lagestrasse we were under rigid
surveillance, guards . . . march-
ing constantly up and down. . ..
Yet in the large dormitory room
there was almost no supervision
atall. We did not understand it.




After a while, Corrie and Betsie
were assigned to the knitting crew
where they had many opportuni-
ties to minister to other prisoners
and share the gospel.

One evening I got back to the
barrackslate.. .. Betsie was wait-
ingfor me, as always. ... Her eyes

of the fleas! That’s what she
said, “That place is crawling with
fleas!”

My mind rushed back to our first
hour in this place. I remembered
Betsie’s bowed head, remem-
bered her thanks to God for
creatures I could see no use for.

Home Again

Though Betsie dreamed of life
after the war, she wouldn’t live
to see it. Betsie became very ill
and died at Ravensbruck. Cor-
rie was released and returned to
Holland, where she carried out
Betsie’s three dreams: establish-
ingaplace for released prisoners
to go to be healed; providing a

were twinkling.
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That afternoon, she said, there’d
been confusion in her knit-
ting group about sock sizes and
they’d asked the supervisor to
come and settle it.

“But she wouldn’t. She wouldn’t
step through the door and nei-
ther would the guards. And you
know why?”

Betsie could not keep the tri-
umph from her voice: “Because

“You know
we’ve never
understood why
we had so much
freedom in the
big room,”she
said. “Well—

| found out.”
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d been destyoyed py thé war.

Corrie spent the rest of her life
writing, traveling, and speak-
ing about her experiences in
the concentration camps. She
told how Jesus can turn even the
worst imaginable situation into
an opportunity for growing in
faith and helping other people.
Corrie died in 1983 on her ninety-
first birthday.

Taken from, The Hiding Place by Corrie
ten Boom with Elizabeth and John

Sherrill. Permission granted by Chosen
Books LLC.
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Gaining (ourage - - - - - - - - - - wooxwn

Deuteronomy 31:6 Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or
terrified because of them, for the Lorp your God goes with you; he will
never leave you nor forsake you.

Philippians 4:12-13 I know what it is to be in need, and I know what
itis to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any and
every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or
in want. I can do all this through him who gives me strength.

Finding Comforf - -- - - - -

Romans 14:8
Exodus 4:10-12
Psalm 46

Daniel 3:16-30
Matthew 28:19-20

LOOK UP:

Psalm 23
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danger or sword?. .. No, in all these things we are more than conquerors
through him who loved us. For I am convinced that neither death nor
life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor
any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation,
will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus
our Lord.

Praying Che Psams - - - - -

Psalm 16:1-2 Keep me safe, O God, for in you I take refuge. I said to
the Lorbp, “You are my Lord; apart from you I have no good thing.”

Psalm 71:1-2 Inyou, Lorp, I have taken refuge; let me never be put to
shame. In your righteousness, rescue me and deliver me; turn your ear
to me and save me.

LOOK UP:

Psalm 25:1-6
Psalm 91
Psalm 116:1-9

Psalm 121
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The triangular “Alpina” sign was
asignal that it was safe to enter
theten Boom house.

Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things

above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds

on things above, not on earthly things. For you died, and your life is now

hidden with Christ in God. When Christ, who is your life, appears, then |
you also will appear with him in glory. —Colossians 3:1-4 i

What verse, song, or words
brought you comfort
today?

What challenges are you
facing right now?

|

|
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)
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comfort asa Christian?

That I, body and soul, in life
and death, belong to Jesus Christ.

—Q&A1 (Q&A: A Summary
of Biblical Teachings)

Who else can you pray for this week who needs to know
the peace and hope of belonging to Jesus?

8
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Home | My Photos | Profile —

www.MyPage.com

Who Are You? Create Your Profile Below

My name
What I like to be called
e view profile My birth date
. My skills and talents
e add friend
My personality and style

)
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r fanpily \//\\/
i |

Arun Gayla
Things I believe
Things I wonder about
Sidney Jameela One person I admire

Leader: Powerful God, One thing ’m looking forward to
it’s great to know that
every “bodyand soul”
detail of our livesisin One of my dreams
your care.

Group: Even the hairs
onour head!
Everyone: Thank you
forloving us from head \
totoe, inside and out. / y
Amen!

One challenge I'm facing

Two things ’'m proud of

>
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head without the will of
my Father in heaven.”
—Heidelberg Catechism, Q&A1
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Shaken and Sel free

Q. What must vou know to have this comfort?
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how Jesus saves
me from my sin.

how I can show my thanks by
gladly serving God in everything I do.

Grafifude

assure us we belong to Jesus.

@



Psaim 139:1-16

You have searched me, LORD,

and you know me.
You know when I sit and when I rise;
you perceive my thoughts from afar.
You discern my going out and my lying down;
you are familiar with all my ways.
Before a word is on my tongue
you, Lorp, know it completely.
You hem me in behind and before,

han .
ed top wonfertul for e,
yfoe aftain:
[ ggTromYyol iri
ran|I fige fro sence?

IfI go up to the heavens, you are there;
if I make my bed in the depths, you are th
If Irise on the wings of the dawn,
if I settle on the far side of the sea,
even there your hand will guide me,
your right hand will hold me fast.
If I say, “Surely the darkness will
and the light become night arou
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even the darkness will not be dark to you;
the night will shine like the day,
for darkness is as light to you.

For you created my inmost being;

you knit me together in my mother’s womb.
I praise you because I am fearfully and
wonderfully made;
your works are wonderful,

| W-ll

hidder
afle in tl TeSTpIe pl s
toge herlnth dapthis of the

our eyes saw my untormed body.

:—r

days ordained for me
written in your book

one of them came to be.
s to me are your thoughts, God!
is the sum of them!

, Tam still with you.
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* Why do you think you killed your brother Abel?

* Howdid you expect God to treat you after that?

* Whydidn’t you tell God where your brother was?

* Howdid God punish you? Do you think it was fair?

* Did God showyou any mercy at all?

* Do youever confess your sin to God? Ask for forgiveness?
* Ifyou could go back, what would you do differently?

oF

Q. How do you know you
areasinner?

A. Christ’s summary of the
law tells me I should love

L

God with all my heart, soul,
and mind and my neighbor as
myself. But I do not do this.

f
—Q&A 3 (Q&A: A
Summary of Biblical Teachings
yof £9) iew 19 not be printed or distributed.
ellCurriculum.org or call 800-333-8300.




Jesus [said], “‘Love the
Lord your God with all your
heart and with all your soul

and with all your mind.’
This is the first and greatest
commandment. And the
second is like it: ‘Love your
neighbor as yourself.””
—Matthew 22:37-39

]
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What doyou do for aliving?
* Do yougetalong with your older brother Cain most of the time?
* Whydid you want to sacrifice something to God? How did you choose
what you would offer?
* How did you feel when God rejected your brother’s sacrifice but
accepted yours?
* Whydoyou think God accepted your sacrifice but not your brother’s?
| * Why doyou think Cain got so angry? Whywould he want to kill you?
i * Do youthink the punishment Cain received is fair? Should it have been
Iﬂll stricter? Kinder?
| *Doyou think Cain ever admitted that what he did was wrong?
* Doyouthink God should forgive him? Under what circumstances?

/
\
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Search me,  (j0d, and Know My hear:
ST M and Kntuw My antious Choughs. ¢
Qe if [here &S any offensive way in me, |

2
and lead me in (he way everlasting. %,
-Psan 138:23-24 |




{ [/)alk Chrough [he (arden

. It would be nice if we could

- 4 close our Bibles and walk

away from this story of

L [ 1 human failure. But we can’t.

Sinisn’tjust Adam and Eve’s -
L= i problem, it’s our problem. .
5 d Like a bad rerun, this story i
B g plays over and over again in
L o=, 7 - our lives too.

Readthen te that’s nekt to thys

2 AT

station. Does it sound like something
God would say?

God gave Adam and Eve a beautiful
paradise full of animals, food,

and plants for them to enjoy and
care for. He also gave them the
choice to either live within the safe
boundaries that he set for them

or to do things their own way;,
without him.

What freedoms and gifts has God
givenyou?

What is “off-limits” in your life?

eSO HHon preview may-not be printed or dlstrlbuted
b order copies, v1$1t wellCurriculum.org or call 800-333-8300. = e



Station 2

Pick up the piece of fruit and smell it.
Would it taste good? If there is enough
[fruit for everyone, take a piece and eat it.

The snake tempted Eve to doubt God’s
good intentions—he accused God of
holding back something good from her.

What about you—do you believe God
wants the very best for you?

Do you think God’s rules and expectations
are holding you back from something or
guiding you to something even better?

Pick up one of the broken hearts.

Can you think of a time when you o

wereangry, hurt, or mad becguse of . ==
something someone did or said? =

Assoon as Eve and Adam ate the i -

fruit their relationship with God, N T b

with each other, and even with the | R

earth changed for the worse.

Have you ever noticed the negative
way sin affects relationships?

When have your choices caused
trouble in your friendships or with
your family?

When have you felt like hiding from
God?



Station 4

Pick up a piece of paper; you may want to use it after
youreflect on the questions at this station.

Adam blames Eve, and even points a finger at
God for putting Eve in the garden with him. Eve
blames the snake. No one takes responsibility for
their choices. No one asks God for forgiveness.

When you hurt others or do something that breaks .
God’s heart, do you look for someone else to blame?

Is there something you need to talk to God about
now? Spend a few moments in silent prayer.

Ifthere a friend or family member that you want to
apologize to? Use the paper you picked up to write a
note to that person.

15
. ':-_'ﬁ"-'.. Station )

- T Look at the clothes at this station and think
" about how important clothes are. They
. keep youwarm in thewinter, protect you
i . fromthe sun in the summer, and allow you
g to go out in public all year round! Even though Adam and Eve’s sin ruined the
hopes God had for them, he still showed
them compassion. God made them clothes
and promised (in Genesis 3:15) that one
day Eve’s offspring (Jesus) would crush the
head of the snake (Satan) and finally defeat
sin. Even as God was describing to Adam
and Eve the hard consequences of their sin,
he was already working out a plan to make
things right again. That plan involved Jesus

taking the deadly consequences for our sin,
so that by believing in him we can have a
new relationship with God!

How would you describe your relationship
with God?
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Did you ever wonder why the forbidden tree in the garden was called the tree of the knowledge of
“good” and evil? Why “good”?
Why not just the tree of the knowledge of evile We don’t know for sure, but perhaps it is because
i we cannot really understand and appreciate what “good” means without also having experienced evil.
For example, the idea of peace only makes sense if you also know what war is like.
! Unscramble the “good” and “evil” words below and write them in the blanks. Then pair them up '
and write them on the tree so the letters fitin the boxes. The first example has been doneforyou. }
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[ you do wha( od wans?

end to sin,sometimes on purpose, sometimes without

m like this becouse the first man and woman, Adam and

to disobey their Creator and became sinners. They did this
h they were made in God’s own image, good and obedient.
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“and then she said ...” &

Q. How sinful
areyous
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Q. What does God think of your sin?

A. God hates sin, and, as the just Judge,
must punish it. But God is also merciful il
and has provided a way of salvation.

—Q&A6
(Q&A: A Summary of Biblical Teachings)
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Psalnm 51:1-:4, 10

Have mercyonme, O God,
accorcing to your unfailing love;
according to you:- great compassion
blot out my transgressions.
Wash away all my iniquity
and cleanse me from my sin.

For I know my transgressions,

and my sin is always before me.
Against you, you only, have I sinned

and done what is evil in your sight;
soyou are right in your verdict

and justified when you judge.. ..

Create in me a pure heart, O God,

and renew a steadfast spirit within me.




It’s our confession Lord that wear ka
so very weak but You are strong.
And though we’ve nothing Lord to lay at Your fe
we come to Your feet and say, “help us along.”

Abroken heart and a contrite spirit
You have yet to deny L
Your heart of mercy beats with love’s strong curr
Let rivers flow by Your spirit now Lord we cr

Let the mercies fall from heaven
Your sweet mercies flow from heaven
The new mercies for today

Shower them down Lord as we pray &
“Sweet Mercies” by David Ruis © 1995 Mercy/Vineyard Publishing (ASCAP)

Vineyard Songs (Canada) & Ion Publishing. Admin in No.America by Music Services o/
Vineyard Music USA.
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Who can save you?

I cannot save myself.
Only Jesus Christ can
save me.

and also true God, he
was able to bear the
guilt and punishment
for the sin of all

humanity.
—Q&A 8




(j0d's Promises for [[ly |ife

Remembering Your Bapfis

[Name], Romans 6 says that you were bur-
ied with Christ Jesus through baptism into
his death in order that, just as Christ was
raised from the dead through the glory of the
Father, you too may live a new life! [Name],
the words God spoke at Jesus’ baptism are for
you too—you are God’s child, and he loves you
suiach! Every day ine Holy Spitii is wittking
wichin you, shasing you into the peisorn you
'were crezted to de!

Looking Forward fo Baptism

[Name], Psalm 139 says that God knit you
together in your mother’s womb—before you
were born God already loved you! You have
tasted and seen that the Lord is good. God has
already begun a good work in you, [Name],
which he will carry to completion on the day
of Christ’s return! Your baptism will be a
sig, scal, aNd celebraildu vl the guace (God
has given you!

) ][
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Seeking God's Blessing

:. [Name], Psalm 139 says that God knit you
* together in your mother’s womb—before

you were born God already loved you! In fact,
" he loved you so much that he sent his one

and only son so that if you believe in him you
won’t perish, but have everlasting life. This is
God’s promise to you: ask and it will be given
L you: seek aud yvu will find; kuock end tir?
acor wiil be opeiicd toyou. For cvciyone whe
asks receives; those wno seek find; and to

W’ao nock, che door will be opened.
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