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Karen Deboer
Let's replace sexy Adam and Eve here with the new version we'll have done for the previous magazine please. i




Karen Deboer
Blonde, blue eyed Jesus has got to go; please replace with a non-Dutch Jesus:) And possible to also have the skin tones deepened on Mary, as well as Abe and Sarah and Issac?


Your Life, God's Story

Soyou've never been kicked out of paradise, stranded ona giant boat, or
crowned the king of Israel. Just because your life story didn’t make the big book
doesn’t meanitisn’timportant.

You have your own storytotell! When have you sensed God’s presence? What gifts
has God givenyou? When has God helpedyou through a hard time? When has God
protectedyou?

Has God used you to show love to others? When have you felt God smile?

Your life is part of God’s story too! What is God up to in your life?
Use the space below to create your own story symbol.
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Q. How do you know the Bible
is true?
A. Because the Holy Spirit
breathed into the authors,
guidingthem to writeatrue and
completely reliable account of
God’s saving promises and acts.

The same Spirit guided the
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‘ h e I B O O |< Youw’ll need a Bible for this crossword challenge!

2.} | Book of lawsand rules 1. First of two books named aftera prophet whom
3.} Samsonisinthis book God called during the nightin the temple
5.5 4 The prophet who described the Messiahasan 2. Thelongest gospel

innocent sheep 4. Theauthor of this book spentanightinalion’s
7.5 | Gospel that begins with ¢“In the beginning’’, den
9.5 | Book that tellsabout Israel’s escape from Egypt - 6. Bookthat’sjust one chapter long

10.Y Paul’s letter to Christians in the Roman province |  7..  Booknamed after the man who followed Moses
of Galatia asIsrael’s leader
11 Paulsletterto someone he calls his “trueson”in | | 8. Old Testament book that begins with “Inthe

chapter1 4 beginning”.
ok ent | . e‘cribestwespreado the gdspel from
@ kw it ho dalls himse\f “the Jerusalem
che”| 14/, The sh rtestgc
rote thjs yopRgman wh 15411 Prd phe:wl'osa viston o dv SC n\}Z
was taught theffaith by His grandmother Lois to ljfe (dee ¢hapter 37)
and his mqther Eunlc _| 8. Bo;katoutthemyster ofh man sufferihg
@ Book about a Persian queen who God used to 19.7, Two-part book about the kings of Judah

20§ The only gospel to tell the story of the wise men the world

22. Paul’s letter to Christians in the city that ruled

m The eleventh chapter of this book tells about 24.| Named after the counting of the people of Israel

the heroes of faith 27. Songbook of the Bible
@ This book laments (mourns) the fall of 28. Storyabouta large fishand asmall worm
w 30. Two-part book about the kings of Judah and
This bookofprophecywaswrltten bya Israel - .

shepherd

@ In chapter 4:4 of this letter Paul advises, “Rejoice
L 1

inthe Lord always’;

Book of wise sayings L

~
m This book describes Jesus’ second coming
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Every part of Scripture is God-breathed and useful one
way or another—showing us truth, exposing our rebellion,
correcting our mistakes, training us to live God’s way.

-2 Timothy 3:16 (The Message)

Deuteronomy

Suspense, intrigue, betrayal, love . . . you’ll find it all in the pages of
Scripture. Use the descriptions below to figure out which kind of writ-
ing is used in each of the passages above.

e Law: God speaking and giving rules and statutes, calling for
obedience, and giving instruction for the way to live.

e History: a telling of past events with details of specific people, places,
situations; a plot unfolds, often with dialogue between people.

e Poetry: powerful imagery, rhythm, simile, and metaphor—notice
how the verses are displayed as phrases instead of complete lines.

e Prophecy: present and future tense, describing what things should
be like now and what they will be like when the kingdom of God fully
comes; powerful imagery.

e Gospel: an account of the things Jesus did and said during his earthly
ministry.

o Letters:aletter to the early church giving greetings and instructions.

olution preview may not be printed or distributed.
s, visit DwellCurriculum.org or call 800-333-8300.
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Sandy Swartzentruber
We know this reference, but 6th graders probably won't. Change to "Oh, my aching hand...."





Traveler's Prayer

The Tefilat HaDerech or the Traveler’s Prayer is a prayer for a safe journey recited by

Jews when they travel by air, by sea, and even on long car trips. Itis recited at the onset
of ajourney and often done while standing.

—from Wikipedia.org

27 W\

>~ £
Traveler’s Prayer
May it be your will, God, our God and the o i AN

God of our fathers, that you should lead <
usin peace and direct our steps in peace, \
and guide usin peace, and support us in peace,and cause

us to reach aur destination in life, joy, and peace. Seve // —=Ar F
us ‘rom every enemyandambush, = o e
fromrcbbersand wild — -\ e ey e o
beasts ontnetrip, | == YA
and fromallkinds ’ p
of punishments N
thet rage and come o= -

-~
to the world. May you R
confer blessing upon the work of = 4

our hands and grant us grace, kindness,and mercy in
your eyesand in the eyes of allwho see us,and bestow
upon us abundant kindness and hearken to the voice of ' / a
our prayer, for you hear the prayers of all. Blessed are

you, God, who hearkens to prayer.

=

/
/

2

-

—adapted from the Chabad.org Jewish Practice website
(www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/379130/jewish/Text-of-the-
Travelers-Prayer.htm)




(ods (ovenan[ with fbraham and Sarah

Genesis 12:1-5; 15:1-18; 18:1-15; and 21:1-6, NIrV (New International Reader’s Version)

The Journey Begins

The Lord had said to Abram,
“Leave your country and your
people. Leave your father’s
family. Go to the land I'will
show you.

“Iwill make you into a great
nation.
I'will bless you.

I'will make your name great.

You will be a blessing to
others.

I'will bless those who bless
you.

Iwill putacurse on anyone

who calls down a curse on
you.

Allnations on earth

will be blessed because of you.

»

So Abram left, just as the Lord
had told him. Lot went with
him. Abram was 75 years old
when he left Haran.

He took his wife Sarai and his
nephew Lot. They took all of the
things theyhad gotten in Haran.

They also took the workers they
had gotten there.

They set out for the land of
Canaan. And theyarrived there.

“Leave your country and
your people....Gotothe
land I will show you.” If

God spoke those words to

you, would that sound like
an excitingadventureora
difficult move?

Some time later, Abram had a
vision. The Lord said to him,

This low-resolution preview may not be printed or distributed.
To order copies, visit DwellCurriculum.org or call 800-333-8300.



“Abram, do not be afraid.

I am like a shield to you.
Iam your very great reward.”

But Abram said, “Lord and King,
what canyou give me? I still don’t
have any children. My servant
Eliezer comes from Damascus.
WhenIdie, he will get everything
Town.” Abram continued, “You
haven’t given me any children.
Soaservantin myhouse will get
everythingIown.”

Then a message came to Abram
from the Lord. He said, “This
man will not get what belongs

you
everythlingyo

angl said, “Loo
Colunt the starp, i
Thien he said td

Do you every find it hard to
believe God? What do you

do whenyou have doubts
about God?

He also said to Abram, “Iam the
Lord. I brought you out of Urin
Babylonia. I wanted to give you
thisland to take as your very

»

own

But Abram said, “Lord and King,
how can I know I will take this
land as my own?”

Sothe Lord said to him, “Bring

Abram broyghtfall gf the
tothel.ord \Abrany cut them

- Hep aced-the hal

many children youwill have.”

Abram believed the Lord. The
Lord accepted Abram because
he believed. So his faith made

him right with the Lord.

opposite each other. But he
didn’t cut the birds in half. Then
large birds came down to eat
the dead bodies of the animals
and birds. But Abram chased the
large birds away.

Asthe sun was going down,
Abram fell into a deep sleep.
Athick and terrible darkness
covered him.

Then the Lord said to him, “You
canbe sure of what I am about to
tell you. Your children who live
after youwill be strangersina
country that does not belong to
them. They will become slaves.
Theywill be treated badly for
4o0years. But Iwill punish the
nation that makes them slaves.
After that, theywill leave with all
kinds of valuable things.

“But youwill die in peace. You

have alrgady dikd.

Yeuwill be hurig¢d ywhefl yoi age
ve

“Your childrel’s grajpdchildren
wil comﬁbac here/That\s

Willjoinl e mémberyfs of ypur
family w

because the sin of the Amorites
has not yet reached the point
where I must judge them.”

The sun set and darkness fell.
Then aburning torch and a fire
pot filled with smoke appeared.
They passed between the pieces
of the animals.

On that day the Lord madea
covenant with Abram. He said,
“Tam giving thisland to your
children after you. It reaches
from the river of Egypt to the
greatriver Euphrates.”

or distributed.
1 800-333-8300.




The Lord appeared to Abraham
near the large trees of Mamre.
Abraham was sitting at the
entrance to his tent. It was the
hottest time of the day.

Abraham looked up and saw
three men standing nearby. He
quickly left the entrance to his
tent to meet them. He bowed
low to the ground.

He said, “My lord, if you are
pleased with me, don’t pass me
by. Let alittle water be brought.

All of you can wash your feet and

rest under this tree.

eattagive fou
yogo n)
to de-this fgryi

hay eto1]

“Allright,” the
ahead and doi

Does anythingin your life

seem impossible to fix,

,_understand, or get through?
"\ Pause and talk to God
™ about that situation.

The Lord was gracious to
Sarah, justashe had said he
would be. He did for Sarah what
he had promised to do. Sarah
became pregnant. She had a son
by Abraham when he was old.
He wasborn at the exact time
God had promised him.

“Over there, in the tent,” he said.

Then the Lord said, “You can

Abraham gave the name Isaac to
thesonSIa ahNad byhim. Whe
his son Isadc was eight day:
olé;
He-diditlexattly i$ Ggd had

cqmmanded himYAbfaham was

o

So Abraham hurried into the tent
to Sarah. “Quick!” he said. “Get
about half a bushel of fine flour.
Mix it and bake some bread.”

Then he ran to the herd. He
picked out a choice, tender calf.
He gave it to a servant, who
hurried to prepare it. Then

he brought some butter and
milk and the calf that had been
prepared. He served them to the
three men.

While they ate, he stood near
themunder a tree.

“Where is your wife Sarah?”
theyasked him.

too old to have a baby. So she
laughed to herself. She thought,
“I'm worn out, and my husband
isold. CanIreally know the joy
of having a baby?”

Sarah said, “God has given
laughter to me. Everyone who
hears about this will laugh with
me.”

Then the Lord said to Abraham,
“Why did Sarah laugh? Why did
she say, ‘Will I really have a baby,
now that [ am old?’ Is anything
too hard for me? I will return to
you at the appointed time next
year. Sarah will have a son.”

Sarah was afraid. So she lied and
said, “I didn’t laugh.”

But the Lord said, “Yes, you did.”

This low-resolution preview may not be printed or distri
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All: Lord, helpusto love  pLeader:“Donotcovet

spoke these words: “lam

the Lordyour God! You

shall have no other gods our parents and those what others have.”

before me.” who have authority over — All:Lor d, help us not to
All: Lord, helpusto us. Help us tolisten to be greedy or un grateful.
always give you first them and obey them. Help us tobe happy with
place in our lives. Leader: “Donot murder” ~ what yow've given us-.
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your God.” Jooks, desires,and

All: Lord, helpustouse actions clean and pure. As obedient children, let

your holyname with Leader: “Donot steal.” yourselves be pulledinto
away of life shaped by :

reverence, to praise you in  All:Lord,helpusto
d )

everythingwe doandsay.  respectotherp eople’s
property and towiselyuse

God’s life, alife energetic
and blazing with

Leader: «Remember the
holiness. God said, “Tam
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our Sundays and every Group:Lord,h elpus to The Message
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Moun( Singi Today

Have you ever heard God speaking to your heart? Not in a booming, thunderous voice, but with
an unmistakable nudge that sends you in one direction or another? At Mt. Sinai God laid it all
out—all his hopes and expectations of what a life lived for him would look like. God is calling you
to live for him too. But what does that mean, here and now?

Take a look at the words God spoke. Next to each commandment jot down a specific way it could
be broken by someone your age:

“l am the Lord your God! You shall have no other gods before me.”

“You shall not make for yourself an idol.”

“You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God.”

“Remember the Sabbath'day by keeping it holy.”

L) ) ) VL

cen n

Honor your father aad your mother.”

— |~ [ \V/ [ [ \V/|]

“You shall not murder.”
[ ] -\ L | __/ ] __/

“You shall not commit adultery.”

“You shall not steal.”

“You shall not give false testimony.”

“You shall not covet.”

Take alookatyourlist—what’swrong with living this way? Whatis offensive to God aboutthe
things yow’ve written? Now go back, and list several ways thatyoucould keep thecommandments.

Spend alittle time talking with God about life.
Maybethere is something yowd like to confess and
receiveforgivenessfor. Maybeyow’re glad that his
laws protect you from harm. Maybe yowd like to
askfor God’s help with some choices you’re making.
Praysilently or write your prayer in the box.




\
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Trace the expansion of the covenant from Adam and Eve,
to Noah, to Abraham, to Moses, and finally to people of every
nation. You may not use the same path twice.

"-—__l_____.-l-___-r

o

This low-resolution preview @ not be printed ¢

Q. How did God bring us salvation?
A. Through gracious covenant
promises given to Adam and Eve in
the garden, to Noah and his family,
to Abraham and his children, to
Moses and the people of Israel,

and to all people of every nation—
through his new covenant in Jesus
Christ.

-Q&A13
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A Podcast of Pentecost

B

Scene 1: 8:00 a.m., Temple
Square, Jerysalgem

Who 1s|spea ing

Reporter: This is [name],
reporting from the ancient city
of Jerusalem. As you know,
it’s the Festival of Weeks
(Pentecost), and many Jews
and converts to Judaism have
gathered in this city from
around the world to celebrate.
P’m standing in the square
near the temple. I can hear
the sounds of many different
languages all around me.

(sounds of people talking excitedly
in different languages)

The people around me are
waiting to get into the temple to

AR, excuse me; you're fro
area, aren’tyous

First personin crowd: Sure, I
live right here in Jerusalem. But
I can’t believe all the visitors

in this city. I can’t understand
most of them. Must be people
here from just about every
county in the world.

Second personin crowd: 'm
from Jerusalem too and I've
heard people are here from as far
away as Rome. Someone said.. .

(asoftwind sound begins, gradually
building involume and continuing
through the end of this scene)

strange going on here. There’s

aweird sound, likea...like
astrong north wind blowing
really hard, only the air around
me is calm! Not a breeze is
stirring, but listen!

(the wind sound gets louder)

The sound seems to be coming
from a house near the temple.

(wind continues, mixed with people
in crowd saying: “What’s that noise?
Where’s it coming from?”)

This is [name], signing off
for now. I’ll be back with a
live report as soon as we can
determine what’s happening.

This low-resolution preview @ not be printed or distributed.
To order copies, visit DwellCurriculum.org or call 800-333-8300.



Scene 2: Approximately
8:30 a.m., same place

Reporter: Good morning,

once again. Thisis [name],
reporting from Temple Square
in Jerusalem. Things have
calmed down here—that
mysterious wind sound I
reported earlier has stopped.
There is, however, a wild rumor
about the house where the wind
was coming from. According to
an eyewitness, the people inside
the house had orange flames of
fire dancing on their heads!

(laughter from crowd in

wonders of God—something
you might expect on a religious

people talking in many different
languages. Apparently one of

o the crowd and|talking 4nd

gesturing. ...

we’re seeiny a miracle. H

can yoh exphin it

getacloser look.

(sounds of people talking in many
different languages)

Excuse me, can you tell me
what’s happening here?

Third person in crowd: These
men are all talking in different
languages!

(talking sound continues)

Fourth personin crowd:
That’s impossible. These men
are from this area. There’s no
way they could speak all those
languages!

Reporter: Apparently the men
are telling the crowd about the

Second person in crowd: It’s
no miracle—these men have
had too much to drink, that’s all.

(crowds begin to chant: “They’re
drunk! They’re drunk!”)

Reporter: This is [name],
reporting. Join me on the hour
for an update of this unusual
situation at the temple.

Scene 3: 9:00 a.m.,
same place

Reporter: Hello again from
Temple Square, where so far it’s
been an interesting day, to say
theleast. First a strange sound,
like awind. Then ordinary

count them aminute... eight,
nine, ten, eleven—eleven other
men are standing behind the
speaker, whose name, I heard
someone say, is Peter.

Peter: Fellow Jews and all of
youwho live in Jerusalem, let
me explain this to you; listen
carefully towhat I say. These
men are not drunk, as you
suppose. It’s only nine o’clock in
the morning!

(the crowd boos and cheers)

Reporter: It appears now
that Peter has the attention of
the crowd. He’s an excellent
speaker. Let’s listen in.
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Peter: This is what the prophet
Joel announced would happen:
“Inthe Last Days,” God says, “I
will pour out my Spirit on every
kind of people: Your sons will
prophesy, also your daughters;
your young men will see visions,
your old men dream dreams.
When the time comes, I’ll pour
out my Spirit on those who
serve me, men and women both,
and they’ll prophesy....And
whoever calls out for help to me,
God, will be saved” [Acts 2:14-
21, The Message].

was betrayed by men who took
the law into their own hands, and
was handed over to you. And you
pinned him to a cross and killed
him [Acts 2:22-23, The Message].

(crowd sounds of agreement and
disagreement)

Reporter: For our listeners

who may not know, Jesus was a
prophet who claimed to be the
Son of God. He was crucified just
outside the city a fewweeks ago.

Peter: You killed him, but God
untied the death ropes and raised
him up. Death was no match for
him [Acts 2:24, The Message].

All Israel, then, know this:
There’s no longer room for
doubt—God made him Master
and Messiah, this Jesus whom
youkilled on a cross [Acts 2:32-
33,37, The Message].

Reporter: Thislarge crowd has
fallen absolutely quiet. Peter has
apparently convinced many that
the Jesus they crucified is alive
and s ruling in heaven right now.

Third person in crowd:
Brothers, what shall we do?

(crowd echoes this cry: “What
shall we do?”)

Peter: Change your life. Turn

Repotter: Peter isno
repeating a rymoy begun|by
followeys: thatfJesys is

onefofus h¢reiga

the Nazarene, a man thoroughly
accredited by God to you—the
miracles and wonders and signs
that God did through him are
common knowledge—this Jesus,
following the deliberate and
well-thought-out plan of God,

witness to it. Then, raised to the
heights at the right hand of God
and receiving the promise of the
Holy Spirit from the Father, he
poured out the Spirit he had just
received. That is what you see
and hear.. ..

arc tar away—whomnlever, intac
our Master God invites [Acts
2:38-39, The Message)].

Reporter: Peter is continuing

to preach, but already manyin
thislarge crowd are kneeling

in prayer. Many are saying they
want to repent and be baptized
inJesus’ name. What an amazing
Pentecost this has been!

(crowd saying “Praise God! Praise
God!”)

This is [name], signing off for
now from this most unusual
Pentecost celebration in the
Temple Square in Jerusalem.




Has the wind ever woken you up in the middle of the night? Maybe it was rattling the windows

or whistling through the trees. ... Imagine a wind like that when you hear about the wind at
Pentecost: “Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled
the whole house where they were sitting” (Acts 2:2). Brainstorm and jot down some words you

associate with wind.

D)D) 5 —

Imagine a warm, crackling bonfire or a single candle burning in an Advent wreath. Remember

some Bible stories that include fire: Moses and the burning bush, the Israelites at Mt. Sinai; can
you think of any others? Imagine seeing, hearing, smelling, and feeling these fires as you read the
Pentecost story: “They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on
each of them” (Acts 2:3). Brainstorm and jot down some words you associate with fire.
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x| believe i God becawnse:

x Here's what Jesus did for we:
At Pentecost
the Holy Spirit
was heard in the
wind and seen x| feel es‘oecia\ly close 4o Godl when:
inthe fire. You
may not have
aflame above
your head, but x| still have sowme ﬁb\edious abowd Gool:

if you believe

inJesust

yov the D
Spiriturnjng

withi

hegrt! Youals

haye a story toj

tell about how
God has worked
in your life.

Now spend a minute quietly asking God to
give you an opportunity this week to share
alittle bit of your story with someone who

needs to heay about God’s love!
rinted or gfdstrri?)utecf.

or call 800-333-8300.



Where the
Living Water

Flows

Photos/Videos Resources

Welcome to Dwell. I started this blog a couple months ago
because the strangest thing happened to me. I was minding my
own business, getting water at the well, when this Jewish guy
asked me for some water. And if that wasn’t strange enough,

he told me that if T knew who he was, I would be asking him for
water. Canyou believe that? I waslike, is this guy for real? He
didn’t even have a bucket. And then he started talking about

living water. Water that could guench four thirst forever...

.Who wahts toluga juglo thie well

\I ? i inventd darme
about ity Bu e wiisn’t falkihg apout talll Th

knewhe\was'telljng mefall apout my[love life—h¢ knew ¢verything
thefe way to kngw aboyt mq. Arfd by the Tt

off the floorhewas tellingme that he was the Messtah. That’s right
THE MESSIAH. ’m telling you, thisis a true story.

Iranback to town so fast Ilost a shoe on the road. Itold the
first people I saw that they better head over to the well because
there is a guy there that would blow their minds! He’s the real
deal, the one we have been waiting for! No more thirsting for
me, my soul is quenched.

Longafter Jesus moved on to the next town people still had
questions and wanted to talk about the Messiah, so I started
this blog so that we could have a place to dwell together—to

ask questions and get answers, to encourage each otherand
learn together. I hope you’ll add some comments and post afew
thoughts of your own.

Peace,
Samari Tan
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February, 33 A.D.

Hi Samari,

I know God loves me, but I’'ve never really been sure if I'm saved. What
doesitreally mean to be saved, and how can I be sure that I am?

A\ AN A

April, 33 A.D.

Hey Sdm4ri, :l :l
I have bednre pf the posts on ypurplogs, and|I’m |ustjnot pure
thatI canjrela

pally ife—Ibts of ffiends|lots|of stuff’
do.Idon’tfeelli b ythi don’t féelthirbeyh

you describe. Why do Ineed Jesus?

April,33A.D.

Hi Samari,

I can’t believe you actually met Jesus FACE to FACE! I'm like a million
miles away and I know I won’t get to see him up close, but even without
seeing him Ifeel his love every day. Whatever I face I know Jesusis right
there with me. Do you know what I mean?

Post acomment here
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