“If you love me, keep my
commands. And I will ask
the Father,and he will
give youanotheradvo-
cate to helpyouand be
with you forever—the
Spirit of truth.”

—John 14:15-17a
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1 togive strength and hope to: cheer

5 toeasethe griefor troubleof: console
Middle English, from Ang\o—French
cunforter, comforter;from Late Latin
confortare,to strengthen great\y;from
Latincom-+ fortis,strong

——Www.merr'\am-webster.com/
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’ve stayed out
of trouble!

Butlwas
minding my own
business.
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should have to
feel alone.

Of coursell
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and you clothed me, | was sick

i

wagin
Sit me.

Whenthe%on

higglory,and g Lord, when did\ye see yol

hirn, he will sit pirsty
thdone. All the nd give you hing tedrink?

gathered before him, and he will
separate the people one from
another as ashepherd separates
the sheep from the goats. He will
put the sheep on his right and
the goats on his left. Then the
King will say to those on his right:

TheKing
Come, you who are blessed
by my Father; take your
inheritance, the kingdom
prepared for you since the
creation of the world. For |
vas hungry and you gave me
ething to eat, | was thirsty
zave me something to
asastranger and you
e ,ﬂeeded clothes

n
Inset illustration by Jan Lieffer_l 0
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When did we see you a stranger
and invite you in, or needing
clothes and clothe you? When
did we see you sick orin prison
and go to visit you?

The King

TrulyItellyou, whatever you did for
one of the least of these brothers
andsisters of mine, you did for me.

Narrator
Then he will say to those on his left:

The King

Depart from me, you who are
cursed, into the eternal fire
prepared for the devil and his

al
o
th
tadrink

youdidn

clothes and you did not clothe
me, | was sickand in prison and
you did not look after me.

The Unrighteous

Lord, when did we seeyou
hungry or thirsty or astranger
or needing clothes or sick orin
prison,and did not help you?’

The King

Truly I tell you, whatever you
did not do for one of the least of
these, you did not do for me.

Narrator

Then they will go away to eternal
punishment, but the righteous
to eternal life.
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* The earth belongstot ‘_
And so does everythinginit.

(Name some of your favorite parts
of creation)

The world belongs to him. :
And so do all those who live
init. Amen! r

—Selections from Our World Belongs to God,a Contemporary
Testimony of the Christian Reformed Church in North America.

©2008, Christian Reformed ChurEhpNesth AFBsfation preview may not be printed or distributed.

Grand Rapids MI. www.crcna.org, Reprinted with permissjon. N
1 To Grder copies, visit DwellCurriculum.org or call 800-333-8300.



We long for the time when Jesus will return as
triumphant king to rule the universe. Then we will

What is our
great hope? live with him in the new creation. — Q&A32
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The Holy Spirit . . . ..

SOMETIMES people think that the Holy Spirit first began working in the lives of God’s people
at Pentecost. Actually, the Spirit has been on the move since the creation of the world. To
see what the Holy Spirit has been doing, look up each Bible reference (NI1V) to find out what
word should be in the blank in the clue, and then put that word in the puzzle.

The HOLY SPIRIT...
ACROSS

2.
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ask

the Fat

Jesusintothedesertto be
tempted (Matthew 4:1)
on Gideon (Judges 6:34)
you intoall truth (John 16:13)

hn 6:33)
bllious Isra

ner

DOWN

and reminds believers of
everything Jesus said (John 14:26)

2. wouldbe out onIsrael’s offspring
(Isaiah 44:3)

Hedisciptes
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ings %1 Corinthjans|2:1p)

Saulin power {1 Sa
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1.

. was
(Matthew 10:20)

(Numbers 11:25)

. will
(Isaiah 11:2)

(1 Corinthians 12:13)

.was
(Genesis 1:2)

through the disciples

that we are God’s children
(Romans 8:16). .. i

onseventy elders of Israel

. tothechurchatAntioch: “Set
apart Barnabas and Saul” (Acts 13:2)
onthe promised Messiah

for us with groans that words
cannot express (Romans 8:26)
all of usinto one body

in our bodies (1 Corinthians 6:19)
over the waters at creation

spoke in other languages (Acts 2:4)

thelsraelitesin the desert

(Nehemiah 9:20)

through David (2 Samuel 23:2)

from Saul (1 Samuel 16:14)

would be outonall people

(Joel 2:28)

_____uponJesusat his baptism

(Matthew 3:16)

the psalmist on level ground
(Psalm143:10)

23. beganto

13.

14.
5.
7.

20.

21.

Samson (Judges 13:25)
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Because the S
eternal God

1 have known the Sp
comfort when...

¥

Because the Spirit stays
with me forever,|...

What do vou believe The Holy Spirit is eternal God. Given
4 s to me personally, the Spirit unites me
about “the Holy Spirit”? 14 with Jesus Christ, comforts me, and

stays with me forever. — Q&A33



Once | builtatime )
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stone Age. The dinosaurs were co ,So
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want tolive here?
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It’s your turn to play Two Truths 1

anda Lie! Inthe space below, write »

three statements about yourself—

two that are completely true,and z

one that’s atall tale. The others .

inyour group will have achance

to guess which onesare true and

whichiis g liewCassydu fopkihamiv may nose.printed or distributed.
To order copies, visit DwellCurriculum.org or call 800-333-8300.
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What do you believe about The Son of God, through his Spirit and
“the holy catholic church” and Word, gathers a community out of the
“the communion of saints”?

entire human race. This community

a DEP ed d str b ute d
Curriculum.org or call 800-333-8300.



is chosen for eternal life and united in
true faith. As a living member of this

Fof justas dach

community, | must use the gifts God has
given me to serve him in the church and

theworld. —Q&A35

Reader 3: Bejoyfulin
hope, patient in affliction,
faithful in prayer.

Reader 1: Share with the
Lord’s people who are in
need.

All: Practice hospitality.

Reader 2: Bless those
who persecute you;

Reader 1: bless and do not

Reader %: iffitiggivin

LIICII give gener

of us has one body with
many members, and these
members do not all have the
same function, so in Christ
we, though many, form one
body, and each member
belongs to all the others.

Reader 2: We have differ-
ent gifts, according to the
grace given to each of us.

Reader 3: If your giftis
prophesying, then prophesy
in accordance with your
faith;

Reader 2: ifitis serving,
then serve;

Reader 3: ifitis teaching,

Reader 3: ifitistolead, do
it diligently;

Reader 2: ifitis to show
mercy, do it cheerfully.
All: Love must be sincere.

Reader 1: Hate what is evil;
cling to what is good.

Reader 4: Be devotedto
one another in love.

All: Honor one another
above yourselves.

Reader 4: Never be lacking
in zeal,

Reader 1: but keep your
spiritual fervor, serving the
Lord.

one another.

Reader 1: Do notbe proud

Reader 4: but be willing to
associate with people of low
position.

All: Donotbe conceited.

Reader 1: Donotrepay
anyone evil for evil.

Reader 4: Be carefultodo
what is right in the eyes of
everyone.

Reader 1: Ifitis possible,
as far as it depends onyou,

All: live at peace with
everyone.

This low-resolution preview Qnot be printed or distributed.
To order copies, visit DwellCurriculum.org or call 800-333-8300.
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Peter Sees a Vision
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WHENEVER you read the Bible, you’re have the chance to listen and respond.
having a conversation with God. The Holy Spend the next few minutes on a prayer
Spirit speaks through the Word, and you journey with God. As you visit each station,

Stalion 2

The Spirit leads us in the truth, breaks our . TheSpiritequipsthe churchtocarry out

stubborn habits, and makes us obedient to its mission: to make disciples fromall

God. (from Q&A34) - nations and to tell everyone, by word and
deed, the good news. (from Q&A 36)

Read Acs 10:0-16

heart to receive Jesus even before Peter As Peter was praying, the Lord called him
arrived. Use the scraps of paper to write a onamission. Kneel down on the sheet and
prayer for anyone you hope will come to ‘ spend a quiet moment in prayer. Ask what
know the love of Jesus. Place the papersin o Godis calling you to do. Listen for God’s
the offering plate. 1 voice speaking to your heart.

God’s Spirit was preparing Cornelius’s

Illustration by Pamela Becker




read the box below and do what it says. If you don’t make it to all of them, that’s
Don’t worry about going to the stations in okay. Just be sure to make the most of each
order—start with whichever one you want. one you visit.

The Son of God, through his Spirit and Word,
gathersacommunity out of the entire human
race. This community is chosen for eternal
lifeand unitedin true faith. (from Q&A 35)

Station #Y

The good news is that God in Jesus Christ
forgives our sins and gives us new life now
and forever. (from Q&A36)

God’s vision for the church was MUCH
BIGGER than Peter’s vision. Jesus didn’t
comejustfor one kind of people—he came
for all kinds of people. Jesus calls people from
every raceand culture with differentagesand
differentabilities.

Start makinga mural at this station by
adding a sketch that shows God’s diverse
family. Then say asilent prayer that your
church will be a place where everyone feels
welcome and everyone has away to serve.

Read fcs 10:30-Y48

Peter was surprised that God poured out
his Spirit on Cornelius and other Gentiles.
But when Peter saw it was true, he said
that Cornelius and the other Gentiles
should be baptized into God’s family. Dip
your fingers in the water and think about
all that God has done for you—and the
surprising ways God has shown you his







e

Use these Q&A’s to write prayers from your heart.

T
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Deep in [Jonder, Full of 3oy

~ After the Sabbath, as the first light of the new week dawned, Mary Magdalene

~ andthe other Mary came to keep vigil at the tomb. Suddenly the earth reeled and
- rocked under their feet as God’s angel came down from heaven, came right up to
where they were standing. He rolled back the stone and then sat on it. Shafts of
lightning blazed from him. His garments shimmered snow-white. The guards at
the tomb were scared to death. They were so frightened, they couldn’t move.

The angel spoke to the women: “There is nothing to fear here. | know you’re look-
ing for Jesus, the One they nailed to the cross. He is not here. He was raised, just
as he said. Come and look at the place where he was placed.”

“Now, get on your way quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He is risen from the dead. He

ofyou fo gali T3 thefte.” That's Eﬁe mi

, los{ no fime
Thgn Jgsus
H mqarning!” h
his feet, pnd

bn td me

a myDr ot
go to Galilee, and that I'll meet them there.”

Meanwhile, the guards had scattered, but a few of them
went into the city and told the high priests everything that
had happened. They called a meeting of the religious lead-
ersand came up with a plan: They took a large sum of money
and gave it to the soldiers, bribing them to say, “His disciples
came in the night and stole the body while we were sleeping.” They
ssured them, “If the governor hears about your sleeping on duty, we will make
sure you don’t get blamed.” The soldiers took the bribe and did as they were told.
That story, cooked up in the Jewish High Council, is still going around.

—Scripture taken from The Message. © 1993, 1994, 1995, 1996, 2000, 2001, 2002.
Used by permission of NavPress publishing Group.

lllustration byiSarolta Szulyovszky






r -I- ’ Jesus said to her, “I am the
° resurrection and the life. The one

who believes in me will live, even

Worship . "
The God who raised Jesus from thoug%l ﬂ%é‘y (:he’ and'whoever l.Z’VES
the dead and who will someday by believing in me will never die.
raise us after our death is DO_]/OM believe this?”

worthy of all praise, honor, and
glory. That’s why we worship—
to praise our amazing God.

—John 11:25-26

Worship isactive. It is singing,
praying, reading Scripture,

e
of

tha
be
ac

listen to God speak to us, and
decide againto liveas God’s
chosen people.

For the next few minutes we’ll
plan—and then celebrate
together—an Easter worship
service. Directions are written
initalics.
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We often begin a worship Group 1: Assurance of Pardon
service by acknowledging that Write the following Assurance
we are entering into God’s of Pardon on a large sheet of
presence. God invites us into paper so everyone will be able to
worship,and we let God know read it:
that we want to worship the

| Group 2: A .
God we call Creator, Savior, and If we confess our sins, God is
Helper. The approach to God faithfuland just and will forgive
you plan willinclude a call to usallour sinand purify us from
worship, song of praise, prayer allunrighteousness. —1John 1:9

ion, nce Group 3:

Goe’s{orglyeriess. 1 V\ \\ / //
Cd::}W rship D ] \ \ / /

[z, Ry

sy |

different groups. For example,
Group 1could give the invitation
from God, such as “Come

and worship!” Group 2 could
respond with words of praise,
such as “He is risen!” Group

3 could affirm their desire to
worship, such as “We worship
our risen King!” Use the pattern
in the next column or make up
your own pattern for the call to
worship. Look through the book
of Psalms for some more ideas
and write your call to worship
on alarge sheet of paper so
everyone can read it.

This low-resolution preview r@not be printed or distr
To order copies, visit DwellCurriculum.org

the worsl1ips vice/Be regdy |

Use your church’s hymnal or
songbookto pick out an Easter
song for the group to sing or
read aloud. Perhaps your small
group can lead the singing for
the worship service. Practice
the song together or choose one
person to lead the singing or
reading.

Confession of Sin

Write a short prayer asking God
toforgive oursins. In the prayer,
mention some of the kinds of
sins we often commit. Then
appoint agroup member to
readthe prayer aloud during the
worship time.

all 800-33:I 3

to move smoothly from one
persontothe next doingeach
partyou’ve prepared for the
Approach to God.



* Asyou prepareto share the
ﬁ.‘ Easter story during the worship
: service, take turns reading the
story aloud from Matthew 28:1-15
inyour Bibles. Then do one of the
following:

e Prepare askit of the Easter
story that you could act out for
the rest of the group during the

the skit so everyone knows
what to do and say.

e Create a pantomime of the
Easter story. Seeingthe
story without words will
give everyone the chance to
remember and reflect on what
the story means.

e Asagroup, choose a couple

l
criaqg

fearing from God

of someone in the story, andthen
pose as that person and freeze in
place. Check each other’s facial
expression and body language

as you try to show the feelings of
the people involved. Then have
someone in your group read the
story from Scripture, moving

to each person as he or she is
describedinthe story. If there

worshipservjce. First deside

feat
what
3ssage.
r to

hy

Af
st

props (if any) you’ll want to
use. Be as creative
L asyouwish.

. Practice

b
-t
I

e

e Make a freeze frame of one of
the scenes presented in today’s
story. Or have each member of

the group assume the identity

"
] ow-resolution prev1ew ma no eprm ‘.-“u]#

SUrc EVEIyOne
understands their rolesand
practiceat least onetime
through. Your group will come
forward after the assurance of
pardonis read and Group 1

sits down.

= grl




Duringthe last part of many

onding 1o God =%

Offering

At this point in the service

someone in your group will
invite each personto placein
the offering basket a description
or drawing of something he or
she would like to offer to God
today. (For example, helping
with a chore around the house or
helping a friend figure out his or

wiftTy ndt
Word. lh ouf praye
thanks for All

we[pray for other decp|e.
alsp bring our pffefingd to
Gad. Finally, wg hear Ggd’s

o

hrerfrongew f'k)D ill
5 3

he

the notecayds i thefofferfng

late when &veryorje has pad the
chancl* to whjte sofnething.

benediction or blessing.

Prayer

Each group member should
write a one-sentence prayer
that expresses to God his

or her feelings about Jesus’
resurrection. When it’s your
group’s turn to come forward
during the worship service, you
will read your prayer out loud.
Consider using the line below as
astarter:

Dear God, Because Jesus rose
from the dead, |

Benediction
Choose one of the following
blessings from God to send
the group home full of Easter
joy: Numbers 6:24-26;
2 Corinthians 13:13;
2 Timothy 2:8a, 11.
Write the passage
onalarge sheet of
paper so everyone
canreaditin
unison.

Afteryou’ve
prepared each
portion of the
Responding to God

section of the worship service,
make sure everyone knows what
they will be saying or doing. Your
group will come forward last,
after the Bible story has been
shared by Group 2. Be ready

to move directly into reading
your sentence prayers
one byoneandthen
to the offering. End
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The Work f2Spirt

Find the words on this

list in the puzzle below.

Some words are back- W
wards, some slanted to =

the right or left. Circle B
eachword you find. When '-

yowve found them al R
there will be twenty- i

letters that haven A
used. Write th

letters in order R
to right) at the

the page. : T T]F

Wordl List 2l

Hcly Spirit
Cornelius
Gentiles 0
Jews p
stubborn gi
habits visio

clean voice

animals eat

food lie

truth sinful

birds sanctificati

soldiers pure W pd i Y e
rules servants
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