baptism. Thisincludes be-
lievers of every time, place,
race,and language.

—Q&A37

Images (top row): American teen-
a (second row) Sierra Leone, WeatAfmca

tersburg, Russia; mflhmww American
teenagers

Year 1, Unit G
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es you’ll spend time exploring a
s think about the way the churchiis
se.

If you grew up in the church, you might remember
asongthat goes likethis: | am the church,
you are the church, we are the church
together. All who follow Jesus, all
around the world; yes we’re the
church together! intoday’s story we saw the
beginnings of the global church—leaders drawn
from different countries and cultures, serving
‘\A in unity and sending out missionaries to tell
the rest of the world the good news.

Abeliever is baptized in

@‘»} \/@Q Qr'z sz g O SierraLeone, West Africa.
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hedhurch Is
1 a tafewc;‘f
e ways the

churchis NOT

like a body:
List ways in which

the churchis like

a human body

B!

2\

Tip: Check out

for ideas.

plution preview i isteibuted.
s, visit DwellCur 3
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Brainstorm ways in
which the churchislike
and unlike a family.
Keep in mind that families
come in all shapes

and sizes.

Down here, write

ways in which the

churchis not like

a family. This low-resolution preview may not be printed or distributed.
To order copies, visit DwellCurriculum.org or call 800-333-8300.



See what great
love the Father has
lavished on us,
that we should be
called children
of God! And thatis
what we are!
—1John 3:1, NIV

= oh th¢se branches write |
waysthe churchlisk
. afamily.

lllustration by Micha Archer

When your group has finished brainstorming, think of a creative way to present your ideas to the larger
group. Consider drawing a “family portrait” of the church that includes descriptions of what makes

the church like a familpaRqs(p/kQ GIfAT#Y preview may not be printed or distributed.
To order copies, visit DwellCurriculum.org or call 800-333-8300.



Who is the head of the church?
Jesus is head of the church. He guides and serves his church

through its officers: ministers of the Word, evangelists,
elders,and deacons. — from Q & A38

Leader: Loving God, guide us
today as we learn how you lead
your church.

All: Jesus, our leader, hear our
prayer.

Leader: Help us, Lord, tovalue

froprits |

E Jegug, ode ), hgar qur

prayer. :l
Leader: ewitl

leaders of e

as they do the work you have

called them to do. |

All: Jesus, our leader, hear our
prayer.

Leader: Jesus, head of the
church, we pray for each of our
leaders,

(each person reads the name
on his or her card).

All: Jesus, our leader, hear our
prayer.

lllustration by Dan Bridy






7t CHUREH

p— — — Ay
Y

e According I vgrse\y, witat

isa goo{l way tp solve a
prgblen)in the churth
(or anywhere
else)?

Read Acts 15:22-35.
e What decision did the group agree on?

o How did the council in Jerusalem know that this was the
right thing to do?

e What do you think might have happened if a different
decision had been made?

L
-——#_‘;lh + .

This low-resolution preview 9 not be printed or distributed.
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Read Acts 15:1-5.

e What did the people from Judea and the
“believers who belonged to the party of the
Pharisees” want (vv. 1, 5) and why?

e What did Paul and Barnabas want and why?

e How might you have felt if youhad been a
Gentile believer? A Jewish believer?

e What did the church in Antioch decide to
do about the problem?

e Inyoyr ow
advic¢? W]

e Jamey, an

advis¢d tha
ake ttdiffren c 2
turning to God.” What do you think he
meant?

e Canyou think of anything the churchis
doing today that makes it difficult for
people who are just turning to God to feel

included?

e How did the council in Jerusalem let the
church in Antioch know what had been
decided?

e Think of one issue that is being discussed
in your congregation or denomination right
now. How do you think the church will know
what to decide?

Vi

| e This low-resolution previewiie eprint ' i
enbrE e To order copies, visit DwellCurriculum.org or call 800-333-8300.



ban
imagine
self

Pastors [ Ministers and
Evangelists

" e Our pastor(s):

e Some of the things our pastor(s)
dotolead and serve our church
and community:

Our Deacons

e The name(s) of one or more
deaconsinour church:

cons
oyr church

e The name(s) of one or more
eldersinour church:

e Some of the things our
eldersdotoleadand
serve our church

and community:




All: We gather

around these

leadersin support of allthe
pastors, elders,and deacons that
servein Christ’s church.

Reader1: Weareall called by the
Holy Spirit to share the good news
of Jesus with othersand serve
themin love.

All: We are part of God’s mission
to make all things new!

Reader 2: The Spirit of Jesus
gives us gifts and calls usto serve
in specific ways in the church.

including each other
and the pastor. We
make sure that the Word of
God s accurately proclaimed and
taught, and that the sacraments
are faithfully administered.
We assist the minister(s) and
serve all Christians with advice,
consolation,and encouragement.

Pastor: As part of the council/
consistory, together with the
eldersand deacons | lead God’s
peopleinsharingthe gospel.
We work together to care for
the church and for the'spiritual

Re : Yar|deagons, eldérs,
an iste havealr es
to . We grudt themto livé thejr

fai W conppas
wide decisions.

con: Wed

grace and power for whatever
ministry you’ve called us to or will
callustointhefuture.

Please guide these leaders; keep
them strongand faithful;and give
each of them wisdom, courage,
discretion,and kindness so that
they can serve you well.

Reader 3: We pray that your
whole church will live togetherin
unity, through Jesus Christ our
Savior, who taught us to pray,

saying:

All: Our Father,whoartin

Reader 1\ Thgse tfireeftypgs of
ssefve tbggthef in upity fo
i s cHurch

move forward.

Read;3: Déacons, thanklyou

mercy, service,and outreach. We
gather and distribute the gifts and
offerings of the church to share
with peoplein need and for work
that advances God’s kingdom. We
visitand comfort people, provide
for needsthat arise,and assist the
congregation at worship services.

Elder: We care for the welfare
and order of the church. We have
oversight of all members,

heaven,hla owdd be your name,

forgive ou
not into t¢gmptation, put deljver

for serving faithfully and showing
Christ’s love and care.

Reader 1: Eldersand pastors,
thank you serving for faithfully,
studying God’s Word, overseeing
the church, and encouraging
spiritual growth inall members.

Reader 2: Let’s pray together:
Great God, please pour out your
Holy Spirit onall of us. Fill us with

us from evil. For yoursis the
kingdom, and the power, and the
glory forever. Amen.

—adapted from the Reformed
Church in America’s Order of
Worship for Installation of Elders
and Deacons (2000)

https://www.rca.org/sslpage.
aspx?pid=1879




@ @ 1. At dawn he appeared
again in the temple courts,
“Neither Dol where all the people gath-

ered around him, and he
Condemn You”’

sat down to teach them.
From John 8:2-11, NIV

lllustration by Drew Rose

To order copies, visit DwellCurriculum.org or call 800-333-8300.
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2. The teachers of the law

and the Pharisees brought
ina woman caught in adul-
tery. They made her stand

before the group.

1.'-'.'-‘.‘

iy, T,

-

4. But Jesus bent
down and started to

Teacher, this

woman was caught in the P
actofaqultery. IntheDayw | "LlR_§ \‘ -

if
L2
Magsesxomnande 0 stbng !:
such women. hatf .:'?
. do ypu say? e e
\Iri“

|

5. When they kept on
1 questioning him, he
l straightened up....

3. They were using this
questionasatrap,in

order to have a basis for
accusing him.

This low-resolution preview ¥
To order copies, visit DwellCurriculum.org or call 800-333-8300.
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6. Again he stooped down 7. At this, those who heard

and wrote on the ground. began to go away one ata
time, the older ones first,

until only Jesus was left,
with the woman still
standing there.

Woman, where Then neither

are they? Has no one
condemned you?

s L‘a

No one, sir.

I i
i i

This low-resolution preview % not be printed or distributed.
To order copies, visit DwellCurriculum.org or call 800-333-8300.

Go nowand leave
your life of sin.

lllustration by Drew Rose

dolcondemn you.
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Who accuses us?

Of what?
(See Revelation 12:10-11.)

How do you think the woman
felt when the Pharisees made
her stand before Jesus?

"

What does God
say tothe
one who accuses
us? Why?

What do you think
Jesus might have written
b ontheground?

—n

What did the
PhaNgseep want to thgp

' Jesps ntog?
|

What do you think
the peoplein the crowd
were thinkingand
feelingas they walked

away, one by one?

believe

about the - !
forgive- i
ness of sin? Because . What does

this story tell you

of Christ’s sacrifice, God
™ aboutJesus? i )

pardons me fromall guilt
and punishment for my
sinsand for my natural
tendencytosin.
—Q&A39

17
_mm low-resolution preview Mm@y not be printed or dfS

To order copies, visit DwellCurriculum.org or call 800-333-8300.

ground if he were
to see us condemning
someone else?
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What Happens after What Will Our Lives Be Like
You Die? in the New Creation?

b statementy below, .b.m.k.a.{) 'Mark ¢achfsta eme r False
reane about [lesus’ retyrn

prld end’be non’lh:::lhi in We llbe osts or\spiritg,\floating
ipn. Puta 1y the firs tha afou dor “why up/there.

happens after e djie, a2 by|th¢ secpnd event,

angl so on. _l

We’ll aVc rfedt bodiges.

Christ returns in glory and immediately Jesus will be there.
O our bodies come out of the grave and are
joined with our souls. No one will ever
O get sick or have any
Christ judges us and all pain or die.
other people. What
a. comfort Most of our time
Our souls go immediately to do you O will be spent play-
be with Jesus. findin ing harps or singing
“the in aheavenly choir.
Our bodies are buried or resurrection of the
cremated. body” and “life ever- O No one will ever cry
i } 1 lasting”? [trustthatthe o
Vi t_’egm our neyliveswith new life | now experience . )
Christin the perfect new will continue after death. By Everythlng.wﬂl
heaven and earth. Christ’s power my soul and be totally f:hffer—
b | el body will be reunited and ot fr(.)m life as we
tT}?e l}mng meet Christin made perfect. —Q&A 40 know it today.
e air.

This low-resolution preview 9 not be printed or distributed.
To order copies, visit DwellCurriculum.org or call 800-333-8300.

llustration by Janet Nelson



“The Resurrection of Lazarus” by

Jean Baptiste-Jouvenet (1644-1717)







Brothers and sisters,

we do not want you to be

My Thoughts

about Death

uninformed about those

who sleep in death, so

thatyou do not grieve

like the rest of mankind,

who have no hope. For we The first death that I experienced
believe that Jesus died was the deathof...

and rose again,and so we

believe that God will bring

with Jesus those who

have fallen asleep in him. ik e ol
e netothe Liey Atthat time I felt. ..
word, we tell you that we

W il alive;,w

ar¢flefduntilfhg confiing A

of iIIcer j:va mokt

not € th¢se who rioys abqut. /.

haye fallen aslegp. Fprt

Lond himself will corhe _I

down from heaven, with The things that

aloud command, with frightened me were.. ..
the voice of the archangel

and with the trumpet

call of God, and the dead

in Christ will rise first. What I remember about the
After that, we who are funeralwas. ..

stillalive and are left will
be caught up together

T L e opd L The feelings I have now as I think

meetthe Lord intheair. ofaliE S ene.

And so we will be with the
Lord forever. Therefore
encourage oneanother

with these words.

—1 Thessalonians 4:13-18,
NIV




What good
does it

do you to
learn all the
teachings of
this creed? Nogoodatall
unless [ truly believe in Jesus.
Only by true faith in Christ do

| become right with God and
receive everlasting life.
—Q&A 41

b
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The Woman

How do you think the woman knew who Jesus was?

What risks was she taking, entering the Pharisee’s
house, uninvited?

What do you think she expected Jesus to
do or say?

I wonder if she sensed the discomfort
of Simon and the Pharisees.

How do you think she felt when

Jesus spoke those words to her: “Your
sins are forgiven” and “Your faith has
saved you, go in peace”?

When have you sensed Jesus speaking those
words to you?

How do you express love and gratitude to
Jesus for the grace he gives you?

Jesus

I wonder what Jesus saw when he looked at

Why is Jesus so full of grace for those who k
hard on those who think of themselvesas g

How do you think it felt to receive such atte

What does it mean for you that Jesus was n
woman?

How do you express love and gratitude to J



this woman.

now they are sinful and so
ood people?

ntion and affection?

ot embarrassed by the

esus for the grace he gives?

Simon
(and the other Pharisees)

I'wonder what Sirnon thought of Jesus before he invited
him over.

I'wonder why Simon didn’t offer Jesus water to wash
his feet.

Why is it so easy to see the faults in others, and so hard
to see them in ourselves?

I'wonder how Simon felt about being compared to this
woman and coming up short.

Iwonder what happened between Simon and Jesus
after this scene.

Do you think Simon’s attitude changed at all?

What does this story tell you?

N l. Il

“Mary Magdalene” by Dr. He Qi (www.hegigallery.com)



race

Uhedience

boodness

Why do
B you say
that you

areright

with God
(justified) only by
faith? Becauselcannot
take credit before God for
any of the good things I do,
not even for my own faith.
Only Christ’s goodness
and obedience can make
me right with God. This be-
comes mine by God’s grace
through my faith. —Q&A 42

[ BELON

Bib
ver|
bef]

Ses that

e. Jot down th

pbre [Chr:

now ths

5 (the first colilmn an

h Gpd, b

y grace, thrpugh f3ith (the

pnd column). |

Who We Were

Who We Are

Galatians 4:4-7

Romans 5:1-10

Ephesians 2:12-19

1Peter 2:9-10

Romans 3:21-26

This low-resolution preview r@not be printed or distributed.
To order copies, visit DwellCurriculum.org or call 800-333-8300.




grace inyour
life. Onthe

surface of the
jar, make allist
of things you
are grateful for,
or compose a
prayer of
gratitude as
you pour out
your hear:

to Go
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