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Who Is My Neighbor? &
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about loving our neighbor, ~ g
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What makes it easy for
n you to love your family?
What makes it hard? &
Some say the home s
the practice ground for

loving others. What do
you think about that?
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ountry and
Id express honor

Other adultsin In a typical Cuban family, children learn that they have to respect adults
Consider afew of and especially grandparents, because theyare “ancianos” (elderly) and
h honor is shown because we are grateful to them for all their sacrifice for the family. If
dian,and N avajo grandparents live in the same city, families show their respect and care by
trying to visit them at least once a week, usually on Sundays.

There is no greater joy for Cuban grandparents than to hear their
grandchildren call them “abuelitos,” which is a term of endearment.

—Hector Garcia

ow before your parents or

then sitting before them,

o welcome you or bless you.

esy is one way in which Korean
pect to older people—not every
times
en £g

In India we respect our parents not only when we are children but even when we
becomeadults. We value our parents’ opinions when it comes to major decisions
like choosingk colkege angl a cgre
had
becs

inds
nd, fif for friends and y
s an Honoxable one for
ean cpilture peopleare ¢
s of language to showrespect

rtant way in which Korean In India we also respect adults and elders who are not our parents. For instance,
ir parents and grandparents we always stand up to greet an older person. And we always give our seat to an
1, not just in words but also in older person, if needed. We never address older people by their first name but call

them “uncle” or “aunty.”

—Jay Shim —Anna Veldman



Q. What is God’s will for you in the fifth commandment?

A.TIshould honor, love, and be loyal to my father and mother and to all
others whom God gives authority over me.

—Q&AS59
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[ho Ts My Neighbor?

Jesustoldthe story of the good Samaritan to help us thinkabout who God expects us to show love toand
what it means to beagood neighbor to someone. Live into this story by imagining what motivated some
ofthe people involved—the person who was wounded, the Levite or the priest who walked by without
helping,and the Samaritan who got involved. Imagine youareanews reporter or talk show host. What
would youwant toask these people? How do you think they would respond?

Use sixor more of the questions below to create aninterview that explores what might have been going
oninthe heartsand minds of each of these people. Add some of your own questions too if you’d like.
Choose roles withinyour small group—someas interviewers,some asinterviewees—and plan to stage
theinterview forthe rest of your group to see. Talkabout the answers the interviewees will share,and
consider jotting down some notes below to use during your presentation.

Questions for the Questions for the Questions for the man
Levite or the priest: Samaritan: who was wounded:
What did you think when you Why didyoustop to help the What do you remember about
saw the marwh¢ was wounded? [ manwho sz ounded? what hippened toy]) ?
Why did yodwalk past rath Wh.Mant thawasafew, chdidymmeny u
thah stopping? did you have secopd thpughts? found putitvasaSamarkan
who was helpingyou?
Would you make the same Wouldn’tit have been enough to
decisionagain? get him off theroad,somewhere ~ What didyou say tothe
safe? Why pay for his medical Samaritan man?
care too?
Additional questions:
What advice would you give to
Additional questions: othersafter having faced this

situation?

Additional questions:



Name That Person

Read the descriptions below and take a few minutes to write in the

names of people who fit those descriptions.

The person who sits three seats in front of or three seats behind you in

your third class of the day:

Your favorite relative:

A distant relative you hardly know or have only heard about:

Someone who lives on the same street as you:

Your iymerpom (or firs ./

:S}meo e you kmew who mbved\awajy:
)ney;!lt ch rch:v //

you

Someone who lives in a different country:

Someone you don’t know but hope to meet someday:
Someone who has hurt your feelings or made you angry:

A person who was unexpectedly kind to you:

Someone who annoys you:

Someone you are proud of:

Someone who needs your help:

What do all these people have in common?
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Noing Good RaCher
Than Harm

Spend a few minutes reflecting on the story
and asking God to show you who tolove
this week.

When have you feltlike the man who was
wounded?

List afew of the needs or wounds you
seeinthe peopleinyour school,close
neighborhood, or church.

|
I

4.

Fm@ kno mfro ory,

what do you think the Levite or priestwould
have done upon encountering peoplewith
these needs or wounds?

What willyou do?




You Shall

What are some things we need
to STOP doing if we want to
obey the sixth commandment?
Look up the following passages
and write down the things they
tell us to STOP doing:

Matthew 5:21-22
Romans 12:19
2 Corinthians 12:20
1 John 3:15

What are some things we
should and do if we want to
obey the sixth commandment?
Look up the following passages
and write down the things they

tell us to and do:

Matthew 5:44
Matthew 22:37-39
Colossians 3:12-13

James 1:19
1 John 4:11




Didhoulnow? )
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Exodus 20:14
Genesis 2:24
1Thessalonians 4:3-8
1Corinthians 6:18-20
1Corinthians 13:4-5
Matthew 5:27-28

This low§tesolution preview not be printed or distributed.
To order copies, visit DwellCurriculum.org or call 800-333-8300.



What is God’s will for you in the se ment?

1d keep the promises of marriag i xual sinin
hts, words, or actions.

—Q&A61

Words;
Actions

1. Q&A 615saysthat we can sin

Lr agtions. Below
oft
hallylsiaful. Puta

threeyQu tht
most comm@n anjongjyoung
teens your age.

| \/ \/
____ postingorsending sexy photos
or messages online or by phone

____ listeningto songs with obscene language or
sexual content

___thinkingimpure thoughts ____ other:
___ undressingfor someone ____ other:
__ tellingdirty jokes ___ other:

___ usingobscenelanguage

____ havingsexwith someone outside of marriage

____ thinkingabout other people onlyinterms of
theirappearance

___ watchingmovies or TV shows with sexual
contentand humor

__ wearingclothingthatis revealing or that
displays obscene language

___ makinginappropriate comments about
someone’s physicalappearance

___ touchingsomeonein personal places

____ referringto persons of the opposite sexwith
names that put them down

___ viewingsexystuffonthelnternetorin
magazines

___ givingtoo muchattention to howyoulook
and what you wear

2. Nowthink positively! Go back over
thelistabove and change each one
into an example of how we can
keep ourselves “pureandholy”in
ourthoughts, words,andactions.

3. Write downall the reasons
you can think of for obeying
the seventh commandment:

This low-resolution previe Q be printe ibuted.
To order copies, visit DwellCurriCulum.org or ca*8®9-333-8300.



NEWS CHANNEL

The Corinthian Cause

gty Nevis

Welcome to another great evening of news from WOW
News Channel 7.I’m [Glen/Gladys] Glad, host of the
nightly news,and lam so glad you’ve decided to join us

tonight. We have been following a truly inspiring story
that began in Macedoniaand has spread here to Corinth.
We're calling it the “Corinthian Cause” because agroup
of Christians here in Corinth has banded together with
courage and generosity to help needy Christians who live

Q Jerusalem. Let’s go live to our reportersin the field. /

You shall not steal.

—Exodus 20:15

14




Hi, ’'m reportinglive fromthe side of the road,
where I've caught up with the man known as the apostle Paul. He has
beenwritingand traveling from church to churchandis now on his
way to Corinthinan effort to collect money for poverty-stricken
Christiansin Jerusalem. Let’s hear what he has to say.

Paul,why should Christians in Corinth give money to those in Jerusalem?
We have a quote fromalletter you sent to the churchin Corinth. Inityou
said, “Whoever sows sparingly willalso reap sparingly,and whoever sows
generously willalso reap generously.” What did you mean by that?
Doyou expect everyoneto give, or just those who have money to spare?

How will you determine whether this project is a success?

Additional question(s):

. J

Q. What is God’s will for you in the eighth commandment?

A.Ishould not cheat or steal from my neighbors but do whatever I can for their good. I should not be
greedy but should take good care of all God’s gifts and freely share them.

—Q&A62




Goodevening,I'm reporting
fromthe churchin Corinth, where people
have been storingup money week by week
togive to theapostle Paulwhen hearrives.
I have here totellme what that’s
beenlike.

,lunderstandyou’ve been saving
some money each week foran offering that
will go to needy Christians in Jerusalem. How
didyou decide how muchto setaside each
week?

How has this affected your budget—are
there thingsyou’ve cut backoninorderto
help withthe offering?

Why doyou thinkit’simportant to share what
you have with others?

What have you learned from this experience?

Additional question(s):

An Interview with a Christian in

L)
‘Cc?rinth

Chrigtian church llecYingimonky for the Jerkisal
The femarkable thingaboufthis ¢hufchisithat many of ifs membfersare
in fingncial troublg thefnselves. Yet they’re deterﬂinedt helpthosein

e )
[Glen/Gladysf, 'm whichi ther\city Whose
offering.

Jerusalemwhoare strugglingto meet their basic needs. I'd like you to
meet ,who hasinvited meinto [her/his] home to tell me about what
this offering has meant to [him/her]. You cansee as | panthe roomwith the
camerathat thisisamodest home with no luxuries.

(Note: read 2 Corinthians 8:1-5 to help answer for the Macedonian Christian.)

,we have been following the story of the offering that is being
collected for Jerusalem,and we’reinterestedin your perspective. | have
hereaclipfromaletter the apostle Paul wrote to the churchin Corinth. Init
he mentioned your church’s offering. Thisis what he said: “In the midst of a
veryseveretrial, their overflowingjoy and their extreme poverty welled up
inrich generosity ...they gave as much asthey were able,and even beyond
theirability.” What motivated you,and others in your community, to give
eventhoughyouhavesolittletospare?

Were you concerned that if you gave you wouldn’t have enough to care for
yourselfand your family?

What did you learn about God through this process?

What would you say to the Christians in Corinth whoare tryingto decide
what, ifanything, to give?

Additional question(s):

CE

An Interview with o
Someone from Macedonia
—_

This low-resolution preview may not be printdd or distributed.
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Goodeveningfolks,’'m___andImherewith

in Jerusalem, where anticipation s building
astheapostle Paul travels from church to church to
collect money for the Christians here who are struggling
tofeedand clothe their families. This is the second
collectionfrom the churches,and what has already been
distributed to the Christians in Jerusalem has helpeda
greatdeal.|bumpedinto atthis soup kitchenin
the heart of the city. Let’s hear [his/her] story.

,what was it like to receive the first offering
Paul collected from the churches?

Were you surprised that so many people you’ve never
metare willing to share with you? Why do you think they
doit?

What do you hope will happen when the second offering
arrives?

What have you learned about God from this situation?

-l rch" ale J Nhat woul you i
o - B\ in needl? What would you like
D D plghty
| Additipnal uestion's?: |

am the

NEWS CHANNEL

The Corinthian Cause

~

Signing Off from the Nightly News

What a beautiful story of God’s incredible workin the
hearts of his people—moving themto care for others

in practical ways. Thanks to our great reporters for
their excellent coverage, and thank you for joining us for
tonight’s broadcast of the Nightly News. This is WOW
News Channel 7,where we’re always glad to share with
you the goodthings God is doinginyour community.
Goodeveningtoall.

This 1 ign preview may not be printed or distributed.

o N T e 7‘”8°NI%1ATQ




Andrew

This low-resolution preview may not be printed or distributed.
To order copies, visit DwellCurriculum.org or call 800-333-8300.



Apostle Paul @2C
Though he [the Lord Jesus Christ] was rich, yet f
became poor, SO that you through his poverty mig

or your sake he
ht become rich.

Apostle Paul
Right now you have plenty in order to take care of what they need.

ill haye plenty to take caré of what you need.

I

“Agos
~Ydu should each givmat oulhave decided \n 'y }to gjve.

_

Ydu shouldn’t giye if bou|dor't wantLto.

ApostIePaul
eerful

b You shouldn’t give because you are forced to. God loves a ch
h

giver.

ng Dawd —
The earth is the LorD’s and everything i

live in it.

n it, the world, and all who

God can pour on the blessings in asto
ready for anything and everything . . . ready to do what needs to be

L done.

Apostle Pam R —
nishing ways so that you're
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Curses and blessings out of the same
mouth!

Aspring doesn’t gush fresh water one
dayand brackish the next, does it? Apple
trees don’t bear strawberries, do they?
Raspberry bushes don’t bear apples, do
they? You’re not going to dip into a polluted
mud hole and get a cup of clear, cool water,
areyou?

—James 3:2-12, The Message

When have your words had a powerful effect,
either negative or positive?

Why is it that words can hurt so much?
Why is it so hard for us to control what we say?

Do you think this commandment is even harder
to keep now that we can say things online or in
text messages? Why or why not?

Look again at the last two paragraphs—what
are they trying to tell us?



If anyone knows who spray-painted
amonkey over our school mascot
onthegymwall, pleasetalktomeor
another teacher today.

Lies come in many forms,
to gossiping to the silent li
out-and-out lie. Work in pz

descriptions of lies wit]

When you’re finished, cho

to create a skit of areal-li
the type of lie you selected

that someone your age m
5-8 minutes to think of a s}
two ways. First you’ll pres
the persenlies. Thenyou’l
tine, with the pers¢gn ir
hogsing to Yollgw the nir
han |

lwasn’t running!
Iwas just walking
fast!

= ]

How do you like my
new sweater?

r
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Youwon’t believe what |
heard about her...
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If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not
inus. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us
our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. If we claim we have
not sinned, we make him out to be aliar and his word is not in us.
—1John 1:8-9

We’ve all messed up when I’'m most tempted to liewhen...
it comes to obeying the
ninth commandment.

Using the sentence
starters below, take some
time to consider what
thatlooks like in your life.
Then spend a few minutes I’'m most likely tolieto...
confessing those things
to God and asking for his
help. Write down your
thoughts and prayers
here, or silently reflect on
them.

I’'m most likely to lieabout...

I’m most tempted to gossip when....

I most often gossipabout...
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And Mary said,

I’m bursting with God-news;

I’m dancing the song of my Savior God.
Godtookone good look at me,and look what happened—
I’'m the most fortunate woman on earth!

What God has done for me will never be forgotten,
the God whose very nameis holy, set apart fromall others.
His mercy flows in wave after wave
onthosewho areinawe before him.

He bared his armand showed his strength,
scattered the bluffingbraggarts.

He knocked tyrants off their high horses.
pul'edvictims out of the mud.

The starving poor sat Jown to a bariquet;
the callousrichwereleft outinthe cold.

He embraced his chosen child, Israel;
he rememberedand piied on the mercies, piled them high.
It’s exactly what he promised,
beginning with Abrahamiand right up to now.

—Luke 1:46-55, The Message




twas Christmas Eve, 1818,
inasmall Austrianvillage. A
special service was scheduled
in the village church for the
next morning—Christmas
Day. But there was a problem.

As Franz Gruber, the church
organist, sat down to practice,

he found the old church organ
broken. The bellows (or “lungs”)

of the organ, which expand and
contractas the organist pumps the
foot pedals, had finally given way
toadetermined pack of mice. The
bellows wouldn’t expand. No matter
how hard Franz pumped the pedals,
barelya sound came from the organ.
Not nearly enough to lead worship
on Christmas morning.

IeyBeIston p Holy Nig

Worse, a snowstorm raged outside
the church, leaving huge snowdrifts
that made the roads to the village
impassible. No one would be

able to getin torepair the organ
before Christmas. Gruber told

the church’s priest, Joseph Mohr,
about the situation, and together
they considered the sad prospect

of celebrating Christmas without
music.

That evening Joseph Mohr looked
out his cottage window and saw
abeautiful scene. The storm

had stopped and the moonlight
glistened off the snow-covered
ground like diamonds. He
wondered at the bright stillness of
the night. Then he sat down and
began writing a song.

On ( ;nstmas morning, Mohr

gave the words of his song to
Gruber, who worked on a simple
but beautiful melody to accompany
them.

Later that morning the people
from the town gathered at the little
church to celebrate Christmas.
Candles gleamed from the
windows, and the soft light glowed
on the snow piled high outside. As
the villagers stepped inside the
warm church, they were greeted by
abeautiful sound. Franz Gruber
was strumming a guitar as the
children of the church sanga
brand-new Christmas song: “Silent
night, holy night, all is calm, all is
bright....

lllustrations by Sarolta Szulyovizhys Jow-resolution preview @ not be printed or distributed.
To order copies, visit DwellCurriculum.org or call 800-333-8300.



A Night to Remember

hat would it be like to

spend Christmas in

Bethlehem? To celebrate

Jesus’ birth in the same

town that nearlyhad no
room for him—to be so close to the
place where he once lay?

Phillips Brooks, an Episcopalian
minister who lived near the time of
the American Civil War, wanted to
find out. One December he traveled
to Bethlehem and spent Christmas
Evein the stillness of that small
town. He imagined the angel
chorus filling the sky with bright
light and music. He pictured the
shepherds coming in from the fields

to visit the newborn baby Jesus. It
was an experience he never forgot.

Years later, Brooks was asked by
organist Lewis Reder to writea
Christmas song for a chapel service
in Boston. As Brooks sat down to
write, he thought back to his visit
to Bethlehem. As those wonderful
memories flowed through his
mind again, he began writing,
hoping that others would be able to
imagine what that still, small town
looked like as they sang the words
he composed.

Brooks brought the words to Reder,
who promised to set them to music.

But the melody wouldn’t come.
The harder Reder tried the more
frustrated he became. Finally, on
Christmas Eve, he gave up and
went to bed in disgust. During the
night, as Reder tossed and turned,
the music came to him. He jumped
from his bed and quickly scribbled
the notes on a piece of paper.

On Christmas morning, 1868,

the congregation of the chapel of
Trinity Church in Boston sanga
new Christmas song, written by
their minister and set to music by
their organist. The song was called
“O Little Town of Bethlehem.”
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A Christmas Lullaby

magine a mother gently

rocking her baby to sleep,

singing a sweet lullaby. A soft

light filters in through the

nursery window as she smiles
ather sleepy child through the
warm glow.

Now picture the manger where
Jesus was born. As Joseph stands
by, he touches Mary’s shoulder to
comfort her. The animals scuffle
quietlyin the stable, and the hay
beneath Jesus rustles softly as he
wakes. In the glow of the torches,

Mary gently sings to this baby boy,
the child God had promised would
come.

The Christmas carol that describes
this scene—“Away in a Manger”—
might have been the first one you
learned as a child. For a while
people thought that Martin Luther
was the author. They liked to think
of Luther, the powerful leader of
the Reformation, softly singing
this lullaby to children. For a time
it was even called “Luther’s Cradle
Hymn.”

1

But the truth is that no one knows
who wrote this carol. All we know
is that the song first appeared in
Philadelphia in 1885, where it was
published by the Lutheran Church
in America. The carol endsina
child’s prayer that our hearts echo
each Christmas:

Be near me, Lord Jesus,
TLask you to stay,
Close by me forever

And love me, I pray.

This low-resolution preview may not be printed or distributed.
To order copies, visit DwellCurriculum.org or call 800-333-8300.



“The Mighty One has done gr

What “great things” has God done for you per:
Brainstorm togetherasagroup,and use the spa

Then choose away to express praise and gratitude
If the space on these pagesisn’t sufficient

Cutoutordraw on posterboardalarge shape that reminds you of Jes
Then filltheimage with the ideas you came up with of all the great thin;
adifferent color marker

Write aletter of praise to God for Jesus’ birth. Expre:

Createaseries of simple line drawing
tosymbolize the great




[ hingst

eat things for me—holy is his name.”
ong, Luke 1:49 NIV

sonally, or for someone close to you, or for the world?
ce belowtolistas many things as you can come up with.

to God, using one of these options oranidea of your own.
to completeyour project, use otherart supplies.

Certain patternw

us’ birth—amanger,astar,anangel, or evenacross representing his mission.
s God has done. Fill the whole shape by writing them one after another, using
or crayon for each description.

50d hj

e hasidong

ss your feelings about this great thing God has done for you!

s, like the story symbols you see each week,
things God has done for you.

1
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m 1 Corinthians 13

If I speak in the tongues of men or of
h angels,butdo not have love,lamonlya

resounding gongoraclanging cymbal. If |
have the gift of prophecyand canfathom
allmysteriesandallknowledge, andif |
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Love is patient, lovg iskind. It dpes
envy, it dods not hoast, itif notfprotid.
oes not dishonor others, itis not self-

seeking, itis not easilyangered, it keeps no
record of wrongs. Love does not delight in
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