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You shall not covet your
neighbor’s house. You
shall not covet your
neighbor’s wife, or his
male or female servant,
his ox or donkey, or
anything that belongs to
your neighbor.

—The tenth commandment
(Exodus 20:17)
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To desire or wish for, with eagerness; to h:
strong desire for something that belongs tc
else; to be envious of others; to be disconte

one’s own life and possessions.

“| tell you, do not worry about your life, what you
orabout your body, what you will wear. Is not life
and the body more than clothes? Look at the bird
do not sow or reap or store away in barns,and ye
Father feeds them. Are you not much morevalu
Canany one of you by worryingadd a single hoi
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we edt?’ or ‘Wha
the pagans runafter allthese things,and your h
knows that you need them. But seek first his kir
righteousness, and all these things will be given
Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for t
worry about itself. Each day has enough troub

—Jesus (Matthew 6:25-34)
“Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of

not consist inanabundance of possess

—Jesus (Luke 12:15)

Illustrations by Osterhold

You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. You shall not covet
your neighbor’s wife, or his male or female servant, his ox or

donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.
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What is God’s will for you in the tenth commandment?

With all my heart, I should hate sin. I should also avoid any thought or desire that

goes against God’s commandments. ]

—Q&A64

coveting? Why do you
think it’s offensive to
God?

How could it affect your
friendship with others if
you want the things they
have (orif they want the
things you have)?

What can happen if
you’re more focused on
the things you don’t have
than on the things you do
have?
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Ashe went out into the street, a
man came running up, greeted
him with great reverence, and
asked, “Good Teacher, what
must I do to get eternal life?”

Jesus said, “Why are you calling
me good? No one is good, only
God. You know the command-
ments: Don’t murder, don’t
commit adultery, don’t steal,
don’tlie, don’t cheat, honor
your father and mother.”

lllustrations by Flavia-Sorrentifphis low-resolution preview
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He said, “Teacher, I have—from
my youth—kept them all!”

Jesuslooked him hard in the
eye—and loved him! He said,
“There’s one thing left: Go sell
whatever you own and give it
to the poor. All your wealth will
then be heavenly wealth. And
come follow me.”

The man’s face clouded over.
This was the last thing he ex-

pected to hear, and he walked off
with aheavy heart. He was hold-
ing on tight to alot of things,
and not about to let go.

Looking at his disciples, Jesus
said, “Do you have any idea how
difficult it is for people who
‘have it all’ to enter God’s king-
dom?” The disciples couldn’t
believe what they were hearing,
but Jesus kept on: “You can’t
imagine how difficult. ’d say it’s

not be printed or distributed.
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easier for a camel to go through
aneedle’s eye than for the rich
to getinto God’s kingdom.”

That set the disciples back on
their heels. “Then who has any
chance at all?” they asked.

Jesus was blunt: “No chance at
all if you think you can pull it off
by yourself. Every chance in the
world if youlet God do it.”

This low-resolution preview

Peter tried another angle: “We
left everything and followed
you.”

Jesus said, “Mark my words, no
one who sacrifices house, broth-
ers, sisters, mother, father, chil-
dren, land—whatever—because
of me and the Message will

lose out. They’ll get it all back,
but multiplied many times in
homes, brothers, sisters, moth-
ers, children, and land—but also

in troubles. And then the bonus
of eternal life! This is once again
the Great Reversal: Many who
are first will end up last, and the
last first.”

—Mark 10:17-30, The Message

not be printed or distributed.
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lemg Mysel to God

‘ P Salvq:lon lsrllt about being good enough; it’s about giving
‘..-*younselft , nd letting nothing stand in the way
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What areas of your life are hardest to

give God control over? Is there anything

you wish you could still be in charge of?

Spend a few minutes talking to God

about these things.

Can you obey these commandments perfectly?
Q&A Not in thislife. But they help me know how sinful I am, how much I need

Christ’s forgiveness and how I can live alife that pleases God (sanctification).
—Q&A65



If we love Jesus, we’re on the road to becoming all
God wants us to be. Of course, no one who walks
thatroad is already perfect. But as we travel along
from day to day, the Holy Spirit helps us become
more and more like Jesus—a process we call

“sanctification.”
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Onthe pa@e road

marked “FUTURE,”
write or draw some of
your goals—some of

4 Floly Sgiritto helprou
) D ‘ becomeinthefutuce.
On the/paft of the reg(d majked '
“PRESENT,” wri

which the Holyj] _l

asaChri

Think of your own faith journey. On the
part of the road marked “PAST,” write
the names of some people the Holy
Spirit used to get you started and help
guideyou in your faith.
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A man plantcc] a vincga_rcl. -
He Put awall

around it,
duga Pit for the wincpre
and built a watchtower.

hd sent a sq
to the t
to collect from them
some of the fruit of
the vineyard.
But tl'leg seized him,
beat him)
and sent him away

emPt9~]'1ancled.

®
Then d

he sent another servant to them
tlﬁeg struck this man on the head®
and treated him shammcu”y.'
He sent still another,
and that one t"leg killed.
He sent many others;
some of them the bea’c,
others t]'lcy ki!led?
&
lllustrations by Francesca D'Otldvis low-resolution preview not be printed or digg@buted. i
To order copies, visit DwellCurriculum.org or call 800-333-8300.




> of Jesus

rk 12:1-9, NIV

He had one left to sencl,
ﬂ a son,
|| whom he loved.

1 He sent him

last of a”,
saying

“T! espect/my sdn.”
the tenantls s id‘j
O one Another,

“TI7s 15 the hei

and the inheritance
will be ours.”
- So they took him
g and killed him,
and threw him
out of the vinegard.
What then
will the owner of the
inegarc{ do?
= will come

and kill

1
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Group 2: The {ineyard Quner

Imagine you’re the vineyard owner

and that this story is about you, your
property, your servants,and your own
son. How would you tell this story from
your perspective? What would you say
about why you are requesting your share
of the produce from the workers, how
you feel about their treatment of your
servants, why you keep giving them more
chances, what it meant when they killed
your son,and what you intend to do
about it?

Create afirst-person story that

ol
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roup to share
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Why do you think the vineyard owner kept giving the work-
ers more opportunities to do the right thing, even when they
hadn’t done the right thing the last time?

Canyou think of a time when God has been patient like that
with you?




"

(group 2: Che \fineyard ([Jorkers

Imagine you’re one of the vineyard
workers. You live at the vineyard all year
round and work it as though it’s your own
property. Why are you so hostile toward
thevineyard owner? Why treat his
servants so badly? What motivated you
to kill his son? What did you think would
happentoyou if you did these things?
Why don’t you think the vineyard owner
willavenge the abuse of his servants and
the death of his son?

. T N

1 Create afirst-person narrative that
expresses what happened in the parable
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Why do you think it was easy for the workers to convince them-
selves that they owned the vineyard or had the right to keep all
its fruits?

What are some examples today of people ignoring God’s
servants? Treating and using what is God’s as though it’s their
own? Disrespecting God?



What do you believe about God’s kingdom?

& A I believe God rules over everyone in this world; both those who bow before
the Lord and those who refuse to bow. I believe that God’s kingdom was

promised in the Old Testament, came with Jesus Christ, and will come
perfectly when Jesus returns. —Q&A 66
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Illustrations by Scott Holiday
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“God’s kingdom is like.. .
extended trip. He called his
delegated responsibilities.
dollars, to another two thou
thousand, depending on the

Right off, the first servant wi
master’s investment.
The second did the same.

But the man with the single
carefully buried his master’s

After alongabsence, the ma

came back and settled up wi

thousand dollars showed hi

investment. His master co
wndid yourieb wel

you have high standards and
you demand the best and mz
I'was afraid I might disappoi
hiding place and secured yo
sound down to the last cent.

The master was furious. ‘Th;
It’s criminal to live cautious
was after the best, why did y
The least you could have dor
the sum with the bankers, w
gotten alittle interest.

‘Take the thousand and give
most. And get rid of this “pl:
onalimb. Throw him out in

—Matthe
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-aman going off on an
servants together and

o one he gave five thousand
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ir abilities. Then he left.

>nt to work and doubled his

housand dug a hole and
 money.

ster of those three servants
th them. The one given five
n how he had doubled his
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t’s a terrible way to live!

ly like that! If you knew I

ou do less than the least?

1e would have been to invest
here at least I would have
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y-it-safe” who won’t go out
o utter darkness.”

25:1a, 14-30, The Message
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What Is My
Responsibility?

What has God invested in you—what
are some of the gifts, talents, abilities,
and strengths he has given to you?
What are you good at? What comes
naturally to you?

What would it look like to “play it safe”
with those gifts?

What woulalit lobk like tg'take a rjsk
ang useﬂhes gifts flor spmething
gdod?

What do you think the Master expects
you todo?

What is your responsibility as a member of God’s kingdom?

To follow Jesus, my Lord, doing his will and trying to please him in every
part of my life. To tell the good news of salvation in Christ to all people
eversrwhere. —Q&A 68
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What isyour name?
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My brothers and sisters, believers in our gIorlous
Lord Jesus Christ must not show favoritism. Suppose‘
aman comes into your meeting wearingagold ring *
and fine clothes,and a poor man in filthy old clothes
also comesiin. If you show special attention to the
man wearing fine clothes and say, “Here’s a good
seat foryou,” but cavto the poor man, “You stand
there” or “Sit cn the floor by my feet.” have you not:
discriminated among yourselves and become judges
with evil thougnts?

it you really keep the royal law found in Scripture,
“Love your neighbor as yourself,” you are deing right.
But if you show favoritism, you sin and are convicted

by the law as lawbreakers.
‘—James 2:1-4, 8-9, NIV
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Irnagine what would happen if afamous
celetrity stepped into your church or school. How would that
person be treated? What would be different about the way he

or she was greeted? Who would help them find a place to sit,
or take their coat? And what if right after the celebrity came in
another person entered who was, well, the opposite...whose
appearance wasn’timpressive, whose clothes were nothing
special—allittle wrinkled and worn, with maybe a stain or a tear
here or there, someone whose hair hadn’t been styled. How
would that person be treated? Who would greet them and show
them to their seat?

Choose a celebrity your group likes and develop a short skit
(1 minute or less) that shows what might happen if that person
showed up at your church or school. How would people
respond? How would that person interact with everyone?

Be suretoinclude the ordinary person who came in the door
after them. Demonstrate the difference you think you’d see in
the way the people were treated. Be prepared to share your skit
with the larger group.

21
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and before the Lamb. ZZey were weariing white robes and.

i

were hrolidirug prlsm Bronchies i then hndds., And they

cried ont in a bond vorce: " Salvation bebongs 10 omr (o,

who atts on the throne, and o the lamb.

—Revelation 7:9-10
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At that time the disciples came
to Jesus and asked, “Who, then,
is the greatest in the kingdom of
heaven?”

He called a little child to him, and
placed the child among them. And
he said: “Truly I tell you, unless
you change and become like little
children, you will never enter the
kingdom of heaven. Therefore,
whoever takes the lowly position
of this child is the greatest in the
kingdom of heaven. And whoever
welcomes one such child in my

for them to
hung arour

drowned in

. Why didyou ask who is the greatestin the
kingdom of heaven? What answ

to hear? erdidyou hope

° Wh:flt c?oyou think Jesus meant by claiming that
achildis the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?
® What makes children great inthe kingdom of heaven?

W y .y g *

® Howdoes he wantyouto treat children?
® Inwhat way does he wantyou to be like a child?

How should you value human life?

Since all life is God’s gift, I should care about the well-being of others,
especially the unborn and helpless. —Q&A70




When his disciples asked, “Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven” Jesus of-
fered an answer they didn’t expect. Explore what it might have been like to hear these
words spoken from Jesus as a child (p. 25) or as a disciple (p. 24). Or consider what

Jesus was thinking as he spoke (p. 26).
The Child

At that time the disciples
came to Jesus and asked,
“Whois the greatest in the
kingdom of heaven?” He
called a child, whom he

put among them, and said,
“TrulyI tell you, unless
you change and become
like children, you will
never enter the kingdom of

welcomes

“If anq of ydu put/a stumy-

bling block before one of
these little ones who believe
in me, it would be better for

you if a great millstone
were fastened around
your neck and you
were drowned in the
depth of the sea.”
in front of allthe
id it feel to standin in
: :OW ;()il‘:e:‘.'s| asan example of the greatest person! _ Matthew18:1,
isci
NRSV
the kingdom of heavel:\? o
Do you feel great andimportan™ dtolearn
: What do kids have that adults need to '
[ ]
; |dleadyouin
from? his disciples against doing anythingthat W»:;:nk e avetha
o Wamj'd c:'lon or confuse your faith—why doyou
thewrongdire

warning?
e HoOW shouldad
e Whatcan allof usdoto bec

dren?

hil .
ults and teens treatcC childlikeinour faith?

ome more
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Atabout the same time, the disciples
came to Jesus asking, “Who gets the
highest rank in God’s kingdom?” For
an answer Jesus called over a child,
whom he stood in the middle of the
room, and said, “I’'m telling you, once
and for all, that unless you return to
square one and start over like chil-
dren, you’re not even going to get
alook at the kingdom, let alone get
in. Whoever becomes simple and el-
'  emental again, like this child, will rank
high in God’s kingdom. What’s more,
when you receive the childlike on my

j ccedunt, it’s thj amd as refeiving me
9Butif ypu give them ahayd tj
ullying orta i
imple tfuST, yowll soon wi
adp’t. You’d be better off dropped In
ro :
for giving these God-believing chil-

dren a hard time!”

—Matthew 18:1-7, The Message

. . ught of the
kingdom of heaven» Olsthe greates; inthe
* Why doyoy thiny

llustrations by Drew Rose Chi’dren in th e Warned
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Barriers of Attitude:

12345 people with disabilitiesare welcomed to worship. The churchindicates

this by the accessibility 10g0 inthe parking lotoron the church door.

12345 people with disabilities are included on congregational committees or in
|eadership roles.

12345 The churchhasa committee or coordinator for Disability Issues- (This
assures continuing progress and providesa comfortable way for people
with disabilities to offer suggestions for reducing barriers without being
made to feel like complainers.)

The churchhasan annual Disability Awareness Sunday or other awareness
training for the congregation.

12345 people with disabilities are encouraged to participate inthe life of the
church (for example, to attend social events, participate inservice
projects, and/or be involved insmall groups)-

This low-resolution preview
To order copies visitly

not be printed or dijstrib
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garding appropriate ways to greetand meet the
needs of people with disabilities,

e 12345 Transportation js offeredforpeoplewith disabilitieswhocannotdrive.
.:I. 12345 7h church library includes r

€sourcesabout varioys disabling conditions,

=y Barriers of Communication;
Pl "y
II_-:-" 12345 Thereareassistivelisteningdevices(lnfrared,loop,orFM)avaHablefor
i:.; T people with hearing disabilities.
. { 12345 Sign languageinterpretationwillbeprovi ed
o i 123 he o\ 40ld] €qupte fors
.'"f' i low vigion-
.'._'-' _-' ’ . 2 B 4|5 'So gb Joks,Bibles,b lletins ioutsaraavailablelnal ernhtive
s formats, (large ntakdB reques“edhadvance) Rnd Wre
a0 dis layadwheretheya gsible.
-'_'_ 12345 |y ten coplie € Cufrent s¢rmon hng bfall spoken pafts ofthe sgryjce
Lt re qvailable f Se with+mpajred hearmg,andcaptioningisusedwith
ot b visual projection,
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' mm
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barrier free, with no

8ravelor curbs, and js not
ked cars,

blocked by other par

12345 7h main entrance door js automatic (ifpossible). If not, itis free from
items that Create barriers or halt a wheelchair, suchasdoor bases; grates;
and thick, shaggy mats,

12345

Door handles are lever-
12feet (4 m) and no les
handrail 32 inches (81
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Doors to rooms, and especially restrooms,area minimum 32”-36" (81-

g1cm)in width toavoid knuckle rubbing for wheelchair users. Newer

wheelchair models requirea greater width.

All public sinks have |ever-style handles or automatic motion sensors.

Towel dispensers or other hand-dryingitems are reachable froma

sitting position (nohigher than 40" (101.5€M) from the floor). |deally, two
ispensersare used, with the lower oné also useable by children.
@ adi ftgt areas for_assjﬁf';in_gi_rll(transfer and

_Nirdilsareat josp tal fikturg height _Allsink area fiktures and

llow! d L m ffom the floor).-

he la i all id ayaila b acqommod ninga

ir ar ; \ is-freeareai manded/ The

L ckable,juni x bathroo

c.,afeallataleve r wheelchdir

accessibility.

Coatracksare useable by all people. |fthey have permanent non-removable
hangers, they includeafew removable plastic hangers with a blue disability
sticker on them, with a coat hook or two onasidewall for wheelchair users.
Elevatorsand liftsare fully useable by the people who needthemandare
big enough to accommodate two people. Control buttonsare of the push
styleandareatan accessible level. Control and safety featuresare available
if necessary-

Apractical |ocation in the sanctuary is available for wheelchairs. Removal

of parts of two pews or chairs s ideal; this keepsthe wheelchair from sitting
outintheaisle. When the spot is not needed for awheelchair,a comfortable
armchair can be set thereforusebya person withaneed for suchachair.
Visibility is good from this location, and afew pew pillowsare available for
individuals who need them.

Access to the main pulpitarea is difficultin most churches. |deally,aramp
has been placed along2 sidewall,ora removable rampis availabletobe
used as needed and stored away when not needed.

This low-resoluti
ution previe -
To order copijes.azsi ot be printed or distributed




The church keepsin mind anyone with limited reachand supplies alower
mailbox rather than usingthe standard alphabetical placements.
Directionsignsare bold and visible and are placed slightly above eye level
for thosein awheelchair.

There are no fixtures that protrude from the wall. These can be quite

dangerous and should be moved or eliminated altogether.
frsare plp d and bright tape or paintruns along the edge of

nvisu

Lasaresetup Wi rati
foad itgmgare laded @
ik ind
th fa
b fre
r=sh otions.

Unscented candles,soaps, detergents, cleaning supplies, air fresheners,

and facial tissuesare used exclusively
The air filtersonthe furnace/air conditioning unitsare changedas

directed.
Furniture with upholstery and carpets, curtains, ando
the churchare vacuumed or washed regularly to avoid accumulating dust.

ther fabrics around

Total the number ofeach1,2,3,4 and 5
thatyouw've marked to determine how ac-
cessible your churchis. Then consider ways
to begin making improvements in each
category!

Adapted from An Accessibility Audit Guide for Churches from the Office of

Disability Concerns of the Christian Reformed Churchin North America
and the Reformed Church in America, available at www.crcna.org/pages/

disability access.cfin-

This low-res :
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TREATS

Make these tasty treats toshare with othersby ~ Zoo-licious Animal Feed
mixing together the supplies listed below. You may e 2cupsanimalcrackers

: need to double the recipe to serve alargecrowd. e 1cupslicedalmonds or pecans
Store in a gallon-sized plastic bag or container,or e 1cup bananachips
' make your own treat bags to fillwith trail mix. e 1/2 cup sunflower seeds
e 1/2.cupsweetened or .

unsweetened coconut

e 1cup cheese-flavored fish
crackers

I’rince:;s-Pbuia.M;H

_ ¢ 2cupsApple Cinn ‘r%’s
crea

= 1':up;1ssorteddried§i.

HIC 1-up vogurt-covered is

e 1cupgranolapieces

Pirates’ Treasure
Treat Mix

e 2cups plainpépped popcorn
o_zctlp. mini cheese crackers

e 2cup minipretzels

e 1cupraisins

e 1cup butterscotch chips

For this recipe mixall the
ingredients, except for the
popcorn, in astorage container.
For the freshest flavor, pop the
popcorn and add it to the mix
when you’re ready to serve.

Recipes by TamiRose,
posted onfamilycorner.com.

This low-resolution preview
To order copies, visit DwellCur
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Questions

for God

Why do | keep making the
same mistakes over and over
again?

Will you send me agood
friend, Lord?

isn

__H

ny life squntair?
W /\
N |

Vhat canTdo to serveyou?





