
On the
Way Home

Year 2, Unit 6, Session 1

show and share

Wonder

On the
Way Home
Hey kids! Look at the gifts on this 
page. 

They are only a few of the gifts God 
gives people so they can serve God and 
others.

Follow the instructions and fill in the 
cards.

Samson

Gifts Galore!
Let’s think about the gifts God gives 
to others—and the gifts God gives 
to you!

Start out by naming the gifts God 
gave to Deborah, Gideon, and 
Samson. (Choose from these: 
strength, bravery, mighty warrior.)

Write the correct gift on the line 
under that person’s gift box.

Then write your name on one of 
the cards. On the others, write the 
names of family members or friends. 

On the line underneath each gift box, 
write the word that best describes 
the special gift that person has. It 
might be cooking, kindness, playing 
ball, reading, or . . . ?
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God Makes Samson Strong 
Based on Judges 13-16

1.	 Once again, God’s people 
forgot God and worshiped 
idols. So God sent the 
Philistines to pester them. 
God also chose Samson to be a 
judge and rescue the Israelites. 
God gave Samson great 
strength—he even killed a lion 
with his bare hands!

2.	 God was disappointed when 
Samson fell in love with 
Delilah, a Philistine woman 
who didn’t obey or love God.  
But God still gave Samson 
strength. One time Samson 
pulled gates right out of the 
ground and carried them up 
a hill. Another time he killed 
one thousand Philistines with 
an old bone!  That made the 
Philistines furious! They were 
determined to find out why 
he was so strong. They asked 
Delilah to find out for them.
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God Makes Samson Strong 
Based on Judges 13-16

3.	 Delilah whined and begged, trying 
to get Samson to tell why he was so 
strong. At last Samson told her the 
secret—God told him and his parents 
that he must never cut his hair. It was 
a way of showing that God had given 
Samson special work to do—and 
special strength to do it. One night, as 
Samson slept, his enemies came and 
cut his hair. When Delilah woke him 
up, his strength was gone.

4.	 The Philistines carried Samson 
away to be their slave. But 
one day, Samson asked God 
to make him strong again and 
use him to help God’s people. 
He pushed on two giant pillars 
that held up the building—and 
the building came crashing 
down, killing the Philistines!
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Ask your child to tell you the exciting 
story of Samson and the strength God 

gave him. Talk together about ways God 
can also use each of you to serve others. 

For more follow-up activities, read 
God’s Big Story card #38.

Psalm 46:1-2

Memory                                Challenge:

Dear Family:

Hey kids! Draw a line from each riddle to its answer.

Time after time,
God’s people forgot—					   
and bowed down to this,
though they knew they 
should not!�

A victory for me and my
men—just a few—						      	
with a pitcher, a torch,								      
and a trumpet sound too.�

God chose me to help
him because I was brave,						    
I led Sisera’s army
To a watery grave.�
	
I fought a thousand
Philistines alone.						    
My only weapon?
A dried-up old bone!�

We tried to catch Samson,
then sat down to wait.	
But Samson just walked off 
 with our city gate!�

Samson, wake up!
Samson, beware!						    
You told me your secret—
now look at your hair!�

Riddle Review
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Year 2, Unit 6, Session 2

show and share

Wonder

On the
Way Home

Ruth

Around this page you’ll see foods that 
belong to the fruit or vegetable family. 

Put a circle around the fruits and a 
square around the veggies.

Hey kids! There are 
oodles and oodles of 

different kinds of families. 

God’s family is made up of 
all the people who belong 

to God. 

God’s family members 
show kindness to others. 

How can you show 
kindness using your heart, 

feet, hands, and mouth? 

Write your answer on the 
line below each picture.

Here’s a challenge! This week, 
be sure to do some of the kind 
things you wrote above! 
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Hey Kids!
This story needs an expert. It needs you!

Things are out of order, and some of the names are missing. Put the story in the right 

order by putting numbers in the empty circles. Then fill in the missing names: Naomi, 

Ruth, Orpah, or Boaz.

When you’re done, read the story. Thanks for your help!

God’s Family Gets Bigger
Based on the book of Ruth

Naomi said, “I must go back to my own country. I belong in the land 

of  God’s people.” So ___________ and __________ packed their 

things too.  The three of them started out for Bethlehem. 

To find food, ____________ went to work in the field. She picked up 

grainthat the harvesters left. When Boaz, the owner of the field, saw 

Ruth, he treated her kindly. Ruth found lots of grain to bring home. 

She and Naomi ate well.

Times were bad in Israel. There was no food! So __________ and her 

family moved to Moab. There was lots of food there, and Naomi’s 

sons married Ruth and Orpah. Things were going well until Naomi’s 

husband and both of her two sons died. Naomi’s heart was broken!

But _________said, “Don’t make me leave you. Wherever you go, 

I will go. Your people will be my people. Your God will be my 

God.” So they went to Bethlehem together, but their lives were 

hard. They were very poor. 
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God’s Family Gets Bigger
Based on the book of Ruth

Times were bad in Israel. There was no food! So __________ and her 

family moved to Moab. There was lots of food there, and Naomi’s 

sons married Ruth and Orpah. Things were going well until Naomi’s 

husband and both of her two sons died. Naomi’s heart was broken!

But _________said, “Don’t make me leave you. Wherever you go, 

I will go. Your people will be my people. Your God will be my 

God.” So they went to Bethlehem together, but their lives were 

hard. They were very poor. 

After the harvest, __________ and ___________ were married. God 

blessed them with a baby boy. They named him Obed, which means 

“servant of the Lord.” Naomi held her grandchild and said, “You 

belong to God, my child. Praise the Lord—this family belongs to God!”

The three of them walked for a while. Suddenly Naomi looked 

back. She said to ______________ and ____________, “You go 

back to Moab, to your families and friends.” With tears in her 

eyes, Orpah turned and headed back to Moab. 
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   Psalm 46:1-2

Memory                          Challenge:
Today your child heard the story of Ruth, the woman from Moab 
who became one of God’s children. We talked about what it means 

to belong to God. And we also recalled the kindness of Ruth and 
Boaz—the sort of kindness that comes from being children of God. 

Continue that conversation as you talk about how your family 
might reflect your love for God by showing kindness to others.

Dear Family:

Oops! Here’s more trouble that needs fixing! 

Someone didn’t know the difference between 

vowels and numbers! Please fix the puzzle to 

discover what Ruth said to Naomi. Then find 

these same words in the story on pages 2 and 3. 

Underline them. 

1
A

2
E

3
I

4
O

5
U

6
Y

Y 4 5 R
P 2 4 P L 2
S H 1 L L
B 2   M 6
P 2 4 P L 2
1 N D   Y 4 5 R
G 4 D   M 6
G 4 D .
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Year 2, Unit 6, Session 3

show and share

Wonder

On the
Way Home
Hey kids! 

Talk about prayer with someone on the 
way home. 

Read the stories on this page and the 
BIG questions at the end of each. 

Share your thoughts about each 
question. 

Hannah

Miguel felt sorry for the earthquake victims. 
Many people had lost their homes, food, 
clothes—everything! Miguel prayed, asking 
God to help the people. When Miguel’s 
church decided to collect money and clothes 
for the people, Miguel thought about what 
he could do. 

•	 Could God use Miguel and others to help 
answer yes to Miguel’s prayer? 

•	 What could Miguel do?
•	 Does God sometimes use a lot of people 

to answer certain prayers?

David’s dad lost his job. It was hard on 
the whole family. David wondered why 
God wasn’t listening to their prayers. 
Dad said, “Just keep trusting God.” A 
few weeks later a man called and told 
his dad that he might have a job for him in a month 
or so.  

•	 What answer does God seem to be giving to this 
family’s prayers?

•	 How could David pray, now that his dad had 
gotten this news? 

One day Sally’s puppy was hit by a car. Sally asked God 
to please keep Taffy alive. But even though mom and 
Sally rushed Taffy to the animal hospital, Taffy died. 

•	 Have you ever had a parent say no when you’ve 
asked for something?

•	 Do you always understand why a parent would say 
no?

•	 Is it all right to be sad when God says no to our 
prayers?

•	 Does God still love us even though God says no to 
some of our prayers?
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Hannah’s Prayer
Based on 1 Samuel 1:1-2:10

1.	 More than anything else in the world, 

Hannah wanted a child. Her husband, 

Elkanah, had another wife with children. 

This woman was mean to Hannah and 

teased her because she had no children. 

Poor Hannah! Every day she cried with a 

broken heart. 

Hey Kids!It’s your 
turn to put in the pictures. 
Cut them from the bottom 
of the page and glue them 

onto the picture spaces. 
Make sure the picture fits 

the words of the story! 

2.	 Hannah’s husband, Elkanah, loved her very much. He tried to comfort her. But nothing he did could make Hannah happy. One day Elkanah took his family to the temple to celebrate. But it wasn’t a happy time for Hannah. She saw all the happy children there. This made her want a baby of her own even more.
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Hannah’s Prayer
Based on 1 Samuel 1:1-2:10

4.	 Eli, the priest, watched Hannah. He asked if she was drunk. 

She said to Eli, “Oh, no, sir! Please don’t think I’m drunk. I’ve been praying to the Lord about my sadness.”

Eli answered, “Well then, go in peace. And may God give you what you have asked.” As she left the temple, Hannah’s heart felt happy. She knew that God had listened to her prayer. And she knew that she belonged to God.

3.	 Very quietly, Hannah left the others. She found 

a quiet corner in the temple. She knelt down. 

Moving her lips without speaking aloud, she 

prayed. “Oh Lord, I am your servant. If only you 

will give me a son, I will give him back to you. He 

will serve you all his life.” 
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Psalm 46:1-2

Memory                                Challenge:
Talk with your child about how God answered 

Hannah’s prayer and about the different ways God 
has answered your prayers. Teach your child to trust 

God regardless of the answers. 

Dear Family:

5.	 Hannah was right, you know. God did listen to 

her prayer. And God said yes to her prayer for a 

child. Before long, Hannah had a precious baby 

boy. She cried great tears of joy and praised 

God. She named her baby Samuel. It means, 

“God has heard.”

6.	 Hannah didn’t forget her promise. When Samuel was 
a young boy, she brought him to the temple. “Do you 
remember me?” she asked Eli. “I am the woman you 
saw praying for a son. This is little Samuel—God’s answer to my prayer. Now I want to give him back to 

the Lord. Samuel will work for God his whole life!”
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Year 2, Unit 6, Session 4

show and share

Wonder

On the
Way Home
Calling All Storytellers!

It’s your turn to tell the stories. 

Read some of God’s messages to us. 

Make up a very short story about 
how someone obeys or disobeys each 
message.

Ask someone who is traveling with you 
to make up the story with you.

Samuel
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Even before he was born, Samuel’s mother knew he would be a child of God. 
When Samuel was very small, she brought him to the temple. He lived there and 
helped Eli, the priest. One night a strange sound woke Samuel up—someone was 
calling his name. 

I wonder who’s calling me. It must be Eli.

Samuel climbed out of bed and ran to find Eli. Perhaps Eli needed help.

Here I am, Eli. You called me.

No, my child. I did not call. Go back to sleep.

Samuel obeyed. But again he heard his name.

Samuel! Samuel!

What’s happening? It must be Eli.

Eli looked surprised when Samuel came into his room again.

No, Samuel. I didn’t call you, my child. Go back to bed. 

Again Samuel obeyed. Can you imagine his surprise when he heard the sound 
again?

Samuel! Samuel!

Samuel ran to find Eli. And this time Eli knew that it was God who was calling Samuel. 

God Calls 
Samuel 

Based on 1 Samuel 3

GOD

GOD
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Even before he was born, Samuel’s mother knew he would be a child of God. 
When Samuel was very small, she brought him to the temple. He lived there and 
helped Eli, the priest. One night a strange sound woke Samuel up—someone was 
calling his name. 

I wonder who’s calling me. It must be Eli.

Samuel climbed out of bed and ran to find Eli. Perhaps Eli needed help.

Here I am, Eli. You called me.

No, my child. I did not call. Go back to sleep.

Samuel obeyed. But again he heard his name.

Samuel! Samuel!

What’s happening? It must be Eli.

Eli looked surprised when Samuel came into his room again.

No, Samuel. I didn’t call you, my child. Go back to bed. 

Again Samuel obeyed. Can you imagine his surprise when he heard the sound 
again?

Samuel! Samuel!

Samuel ran to find Eli. And this time Eli knew that it was God who was calling Samuel. 

Go and lie down, Samuel. If he calls you, say “Speak, Lord, for your servant is 
listening.”

Samuel obeyed. And again he heard his name.

Samuel! Samuel!

Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.

Eli’s sons do not obey me. And Eli doesn’t punish them when they disobey. I will 
punish Eli and his sons. They will no longer be my priests. 

Samuel could not go back to sleep. He felt sad. How could he tell Eli what God 
had said? Surely Eli would ask him in the morning. 

Good morning, Samuel.

Good morning, Eli. Here I am.

 
What did the Lord say to you? Do not hide it from me.

Oh, Eli, your sons have not listened to God. They have not obeyed. And God told 
me that your family will not be priests any longer. 

Samuel told Eli all that God had said. And before long, everything happened just 
as God had told Samuel. But the Lord was with Samuel. And when young Samuel 
grew up, God made him the judge over the people. 

GOD

GOD
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Psalm 46:1-2 

Memory                                Challenge:

Today your child heard the story of how God spoke to 
Samuel and how Samuel listened and obeyed God’s voice. 
We talked about the ways God also speaks to us. See how 

many you and your child can name. The story drama on pages 
2 and 3 would be great to use for the retelling activity on 

God’s Big Story card #42.

Dear Family:

                      
Reader: When you speak to us through the wonderful world you’ve created, 

Children: Lord, we will listen!

Reader: When you use music and songs to tell us about your greatness,

Children: Lord, we will listen!

Reader: When you use other people to speak your words to us,

Children: Lord, we will listen!

Reader: When you talk to us through the Bible,

Children: Lord, we will listen!

Reader: When you speak to us,

Children: Lord, we will listen and obey!

All: Amen.

A Read-Aloud Prayer
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Year 2, Unit 6, Session 5

show and share

Wonder

On the
Way Home
Hey Kids! You are a famous artist 
known throughout the world. You have 
been asked by a famous art gallery in 
Paris, France, to create a picture for their 
next art show. The title of your picture is 
The Lord God Rules the World! Draw 
it in the frame on this page.

Saul
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Samson Ruth Hannah

Path to the Palace

Instructions
You’ll need two or three players. Each 
one needs a game marker.

The person wearing the darkest colored 
shirt begins by placing her marker on the 
first space near Samuel’s house. 

She follows the instructions for what to do 
on the space for that number and color. 

The colors on the path match the story 
symbol colors along the bottom of the game 
board, so you’ll know to which story they 
belong. 

Then the next player begins by starting on 
space 2 and following the instructions for 
that space. 

When the next round begins, the first player 
jumps over the second player and lands on 
the third space. 

Then the second player hops over to the 
fourth space, etc. 

The game continues until both players reach 
the palace.

Celebrate arriving at the palace by making 
up and doing a special handshake for the 
King. 

1
2

3

51
2

3

4

5 1 2
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Hannah Samuel Saul

Path to the Palace

What to Do on the Spaces#1: Name the people in the story.#2: Tell a very short version of the story.#3: Tell one thing you wonder about in the story.#4: What does this story show you about God?#5: Which person in the story would you choose to be? Tell why.

4 5 1 2

3

4

5
1

3
2

4

3 4 5
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Psalm 46:1-2

Memory                          Challenge:

Dear Family:
Today your child learned how God 

provided Israel with the king they 
demanded. We prayed for our leaders 

and praised God for being the true 
King of the world. Use the prayer 
guide your child brought home to 

name leaders your child knows and to 
pray that God will lead them. 

God Picks a King
Based on 1 Samuel 8-10

When Samuel was older, the people came to him and demanded a king. Samuel 
was upset. He thought the people no longer wanted him to be their leader. So 
Samuel prayed to God. 

God told Samuel, “It isn’t you the people don’t want. It’s me, because I am 
the one who has always been their King. But give the people what they want. 
Tomorrow I will send a man to you. He will be king over my people.”

Just as God promised, a young man named Saul came to see Samuel. “Please 
help me find my donkeys,” Saul said. But Samuel said, “Don’t worry about your 
donkeys. They’ve been found. But I have something important to say. You are 
the one all Israel wants for their king!”

Saul was shocked. “Me? A king? I’m not an important person.” But Samuel knew 
that God had chosen Saul to be the king of Israel.

Samuel held a big dinner for Saul. Samuel poured perfumed oil on Saul’s head 
to show that God wanted him to be the new king. 

Soon after that, Samuel called the people together to meet the king God 
had chosen. But Saul was missing! The people found him hiding among the 
supplies. When they finally saw Saul, they said, “What a fine king he will make! 
Long live our king!”

Samuel wrote down God’s rules for the king so everyone would remember 
them:

1.	 The real King over everything is the Lord God. 

2.	 The earthly king must obey God and follow God’s ways. 
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Sam
uel obeyed. H

e called the people of B
ethlehem

 to w
orship G

od. 
Jesse cam

e w
ith his fine-looking fam

ily. Jesse’s oldest son w
as tall 

and handsom
e. Sam

uel thought, “Surely he m
ust be the new

 king.” 
B

ut G
od said to Sam

uel, “It doesn’t m
atter how

 tall and handsom
e 

he is, he isn’t the one. I don’t look at people the w
ay you do. You look 

at the outside, but I look at the heart.”

O
ne by one Jesse’s sons w

alked before Sam
uel. O

ne, tw
o, three, 

four, five, six, seven . . . but each tim
e Sam

uel said, “T
he Lord has 

not chosen this one.” 

Sam
uel asked Jesse if he had another son. Jesse said, “W

ell, yes. I do 
have another young son, but he’s off

 taking care of the sheep.”

Sam
uel said, “Send for him

 at once!”
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